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They were held by CBP officers with-
out any ability to call a lawyer, rel-
ative, or advocate. Many Members of
Congress rushed to the airports in an
attempt to help these individuals and
were barred from speaking to them or
connecting them with attorneys.

In early 2020, for example, dozens of
Iranian Americans were held at the
northern border in Blaine, WA, for 12
hours without access to counsel.

Everyone who has valid travel docu-
ments and is seeking entry to the
United States should be afforded due
process. If CBP refers someone to sec-
ondary inspection, they should be able
to call counsel, family, or someone to
support them. It is imperative that we
are prepared this time and ensure that
Americans and those with a legal right
to be here have access to representa-
tion if they are held at a port of entry.

With a second Trump administration
beginning, we must be ready for simi-
lar policies to be implemented and be
proactive about trying to place guard-
rails against these abuses.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 52—RECOG-
NIZING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AS
A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT, EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR INTER-
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
AS A CORNERSTONE OF UNITED
STATES FOREIGN POLICY, AND
EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER IN-
CREASED THREATS TO AND AT-
TACKS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
AROUND THE WORLD

Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr.
COONS, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. KAINE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. REs. 52

Whereas freedom of religion is a funda-
mental right;

Whereas the First Amendment of the Con-
stitution stipulates that ‘‘Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof’’;

Whereas, in pushing for religious freedom
in the Commonwealth of Virginia, James
Madison argued that the right to freedom of
religion ‘“‘is precedent, both in order of time
and in degree of obligation, to the claims of
Civil Society”’;

Whereas freedom of religion is a
foundational element of democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law in the United
States and abroad, as well as a guiding prin-
ciple for United States foreign policy;

Whereas Article 18 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
states ‘“‘Everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in com-
munity with others and in public or private,
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship, and observance’’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom stipulates
that ‘‘freedom of religion or belief is an ex-
pansive right that includes the freedoms of
thought, conscience, expression, association,
and assembly’’;
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Whereas the International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.) recog-
nizes religious freedom as a ‘‘universal
human right’’;

Whereas the International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.) re-
quires the President to annually designate as
a ‘‘country of particular concern’’ each coun-
try the government of which has engaged in
or tolerated ‘‘particularly severe’ religious
freedom violations, including—

(1) systematic, ongoing, and egregious vio-
lations such as torture;

(2) cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment
or punishment;

(3) prolonged detention without charges;
and

(4) forced disappearances;

Whereas, on December 29, 2023, the State
Department designated Burma, the People’s
Republic of China, Cuba, Eritrea, Iran, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan as countries
of particular concern;

Whereas the Frank R. Wolf International
Religious Freedom Act (Public Law 114-
281;130 Stat. 1426) requires the President to
annually designate countries with severe re-
ligious freedom violations that do not reach
the threshold of ‘“‘systematic, ongoing, and
egregious’ violations to a ‘‘Special Watch
List”’;

Whereas, on December 29, 2023, the State
Department designated Algeria, Azerbaijan,
the Central African Republic, Comoros, and
Vietnam as Special Watch List countries;

Whereas, to enhance accountability for
global human rights violations, including
violations of religious freedom, President Jo-
seph R. Biden signed the permanent author-
ization of the Global Magnitsky Human
Rights Accountability Act (22 U.S.C. 2656
note) into law on April 8, 2022;

Whereas the Senate passed a resolution
calling for the global repeal of blasphemy,
heresy, and apostasy laws in 2020 (Senate
Resolution 458, 116th Congress, agreed to De-
cember 19, 2020);

Whereas, in 2023 and 2024, threats to reli-
gious freedom worsened around the world,
including incidents targeting the exercise of
religion in public or private, participation in
religious advocacy, conversion from one reli-
gion to another, engagement in religious
practices broadly, and those choosing to
have no faith at all;

Whereas there were thousands of incidents
wherein religious freedom was violated in
2023, including—

(1) the targeting of 2,228 individuals by 27
countries and entities;

(2) the imprisonment of 1,491 individuals;

(3) the ongoing imprisonment of 1,311 indi-
viduals; and

(4) the death of 9 individuals while in cus-
tody;

Whereas, as of 2024, there are 96 countries
with legislation criminalizing blasphemy
used to enforce arbitrary limitations on reli-
gious freedom of expression;

Whereas the Department of State has de-
termined that religious minorities continue
to be victims of genocides that relate to
matters of religious freedom, including in—

(1) Burma, where security forces have com-
mitted crimes against humanity and geno-
cide against Rohingya Muslims since 2017,
including the systematic killing, torture,
and confinement of Rohingyas to small,
overcrowded camps without freedom of
movement or access to adequate food, health
care, and education; and

(2) China, where since 2017 the Chinese gov-
ernment has committed crimes against hu-
manity and genocide against Uyghurs, in-
cluding by—

(A) imprisoning more than 1,000,000

Uyghurs in ‘“‘re-education camps’’;
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(B) subjecting Uyghur women to forced
sterilizations and abortions;

(C) deliberately separating Uyghur fami-
lies;

(D) instituting government surveillance
through intrusive homestay programs; and

(E) eliminating the Uyghur language
from educational materials;

Whereas religious minorities face harass-
ment, intimidation, violence, and imprison-
ment from state and non-state actors around
the world, including in—

(1) Afghanistan, where the Taliban has rig-
orously enforced its harsh interpretation of
Shari’a law that violates the freedom of reli-
gion or belief of religious minorities, includ-
ing Christians, Ahmadiyya Muslims, Baha’is,
and nonbelievers who face imprisonment or
death if discovered;

(2) Burma, where in addition to violence
targeted at religious minorities, strict laws
in favor of the Buddhist majority regulate
religious conversion, marriages, and births
of non-Buddhists such as Muslims and Chris-
tians;

(3) China, where the government utilizes
targeted surveillance to monitor, harass, and
detain Christians, Tibetan Buddhists, Falun
Gong practitioners, Uyghur Muslims, and
other religious minorities for exercising
their beliefs;

(4) Cuba, where the government subjects
religious leaders and groups that are unreg-
istered through its Office of Religious Affairs
to detention, interrogation, imprisonment,
and confiscation of property;

(5) India, where laws promoting religiously
discriminatory policies, including laws that
target religious conversion, interfaith rela-
tionships, the wearing of hijabs, and cow
slaughter, have been implemented at the na-
tional, state, and local levels and negatively
impact the livelihoods of Muslims, Chris-
tians, Sikhs, Dalits, and Adivasis;

(6) Iran, where the government dispropor-
tionately subjects members of religious mi-
norities such as Baha’is, Christians,
Gonabadi Dervishes, and Sunni Muslims to
amputations, floggings, detention, harass-
ment, surveillance, executions, and exile;

(7) Nicaragua, where the government arbi-
trarily detains and exiles religious clerics
and leaders who advocate for the rights of re-
ligious minorities and criticize the govern-
ment’s persecution of the Roman Catholic
Church;

(8) Nigeria, where the government’s en-
forcement of blasphemy laws embedded in
Nigeria’s criminal and Shari’a codes results
in the arbitrary detainment and imprison-
ment of those who express their religious
identity;

(9) North Korea, where any religion con-
trary to the ruling ideology Kknown as
Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism is deemed an ex-
istential threat to the state;

(10) Pakistan, where religious minorities
face killings, lynchings, mob violence, forced
conversions, and sexual violence for their re-
ligious identities;

(11) Russia, where laws on terrorism and
extremism are used to target religious mi-
norities such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mus-
lims, and members of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church for their beliefs;

(12) Tajikistan, where the government re-
presses the display of public religiosity by
individuals of all faiths and institutes strict
restrictions against Muslims, including a
ban on beards and hijabs;

(13) Turkmenistan, where the government
controls all aspects of religious life and ex-
pression, monitors religious practice, and
punishes nonconformity through administra-
tive harassment, imprisonment, and torture;
and

(14) Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine,
where the Russian military has reportedly
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perpetrated at least 43 cases of targeted per-
secution of the clergy and more than 109 acts
pressuring churches and religious figures
representing Orthodox Christians, Ukrainian
Greek-Catholics, Roman Catholics, Protes-
tants, Muslims, and Jehovah’s Witnesses
since the launch of its full-scale invasion in
February 2022;

Whereas violent extremists and non-state
actors continue to capitalize upon violence
and instability in countries to perpetrate se-
rious human rights violations against reli-
gious minorities, including in—

(1) Latin America, where criminal gangs
and paramilitary groups threaten and dis-
place indigenous communities, destroy
places of worship, and forcibly require con-
version or renunciation of ancestral prac-
tices;

(2) Nigeria, where violent, non-state mili-
tant groups such as Boko Haram target
Christians, as well as persons engaged in
‘“un-Islamic” activities, including Muslim
critics and elders;

(3) the Sahel region of Africa, where vio-
lent extremist organizations threaten vio-
lence against Christians who do not convert
to Islam;

(4) Syria, where violent extremist organi-
zations restrict the religious freedom of non-
confirming Sunni Muslims and threaten the
property, safety, and existence of religious
minority groups such as Alawites, Chris-
tians, and Druze; and

(5) Yemen, where the Houthi rebels harass,
defame, and incite hatred against vulnerable
faith communities including the Christians,
Baha’is, Jews, and non-religious persons who
continue to be forced to flee to the south of
the country or leave Yemen entirely; and

Whereas religious sites continue to be
damaged or destroyed, especially in areas of
conflict, including in—

(1) Burma, where the military junta has
destroyed approximately 200 houses of wor-
ship and religious sites such as Buddhist
monasteries, churches, and mosques, and has
occupied religious compounds for use as
military bases;

(2) China, where the government has de-
stroyed mosques, shrines, gravesites, and
other religious and cultural sites throughout
Xinjiang and the country;

(3) Ethiopia, where ongoing violence be-
tween the government and non-state actors
has led to drone strikes and attacks on
church compounds such as the Full Gospel
Church in the Oromiya region in which 8
people were killed;

(4) India, where places of worship such as
Christian churches and Muslim madrasas
continue to be destroyed, especially those in
predominantly Christian and Muslim neigh-
borhoods;

(5) Nigeria, where violent, non-state
groups, such as Boko Haram, attack popu-
lation centers and religious targets, includ-
ing churches and mosques;

(6) Sudan, where members of the Rapid
Support Forces attacked a Coptic Christian
monastery and raided the Sudanese Epis-
copal Church in Khartoum, using both as
bases for military operations; and

(7) Ukraine, where over 600 religious build-
ings have been damaged or destroyed since
Russia’s full-scale invasion of the country
began in February 2022: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes religious freedom as a funda-
mental human right;

(2) recognizes the critical importance of re-
ligious freedom in—

(A) supporting democracy,
ance, and the rule of law;

(B) encouraging pluralism and robust polit-
ical participation; and

(C) fostering global stability and peace;

(3) expresses grave concern over threats to
religious freedom around the world, such as

good govern-
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through harassment, violence, and imprison-
ment;

(4) condemns all efforts to suppress reli-
gious freedom, including through the crim-
inalization of—

(A) religious exercise in public or private;

(B) the choice to have no faith;

(C) conversion from one religion to an-
other;

(D) advocacy for religious freedom;

(E) sharing and spreading religious mes-
sages and educational materials; and

(F) construction and maintenance of reli-
gious holy sites;

(5) supports the invaluable work of reli-
gious freedom advocates in fighting for
greater religious freedom around the world;
and

(6) urges the Department of State to—

(A) continue robust bilateral and multilat-
eral engagement with allies and partners on
religious freedom;

(B) maintain and expand support for
human rights activists, journalists, and civil
society leaders working to protect religious
freedom in countries of particular concern
and Special Watch List countries;

(C) leverage all diplomatic and sanctions
tools available to the United States Govern-
ment to hold religious freedom violators ac-
countable for their actions, including those
authorized by the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.);

(D) continue to impose sanctions on those
responsible for violations of religious free-
dom pursuant to the Global Magnitsky
Human Rights Act (22 U.S.C. 2656 note);

(E) consider human rights abuses and reli-
gious freedom violations in prioritizing part-
ners for free trade agreements; and

(F) promote religious freedom as an ut-
most priority for the United States in imple-
mentation of United States foreign policy.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 53—RECOG-
NIZING THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE AMPHIBIOUS LANDING
ON THE JAPANESE ISLAND OF
IWO JIMA DURING WORLD WAR
II AND THE RAISINGS OF THE
FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES
ON MOUNT SURIBACHI

Mr. YOUNG (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. KAINE, Ms. ERNST, Mr. KING,
Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. TIiLLIS, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. REED, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BANKS, and Ms. WAR-
REN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 53

Whereas, following the surprise attack by
Japanese forces on December 7, 1941, at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, the United States formally
declared war on the Imperial Government of
Japan on December 8, 1941;

Whereas, during the 4 years that followed
the attack, the United States and Allied
forces fought a prolonged counterattack
against Japanese advances across the Pacific
region;

Whereas the tactic of attacking, defeating,
and controlling Japanese-held outposts
through the use of amphibious assault land-
ings against Japanese-held islands and terri-
tories (referred to in this preamble as ‘‘is-
land hopping’’) became crucial to success-
fully countering Japanese advances through-
out the Pacific region;

Whereas the goal of island hopping was to
secure airfields and supply bases—
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(1) in order to progressively extend the sea
control of the United States Navy westward
across the Pacific Ocean towards Japan;

(2) in order to launch aerial bombardment
attacks against the mainland of Japan using
the new Boeing B-29 Superfortress; and

(3) in preparation for, and in anticipation
of, a United States invasion of Japan;

Whereas, by early 1945, the United States
and Allied forces bravely fought and ad-
vanced to the island of Iwo Jima, an 8-square
mile island of volcanic rock and sand with 3
strategic airfields, located between the Mar-
iana Islands and Japan;

Whereas Iwo Jima was—

(1) a strategic island with airfields to sup-
port the bombers of the United States with
fighter escorts; and

(2) an essential base for emergency, refuel-
ing, and diversionary landings for B-29 bomb-
ers;

Whereas, under the command of Japanese
Lieutenant General Tadamichi Kuribayashi,
Iwo Jima was a heavily fortified island with
nearly 11 miles of underground and
networked tunnels, rooms, bunkers, artillery
emplacements, ammunition dumps, and pill-
boxes supporting more than 21,000 Japanese
soldiers;

Whereas, on February 19, 1945, under the
leadership of United States Navy b5th Fleet
Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, United
States Marine Corps V Amphibious Corps
Major General Harry Schmidt, 3rd Marine
Division Major General Graves B. Erskine,
4th Marine Division Major General Clifton B.
Cates, and 5th Marine Division Major Gen-
eral Keller E. Rockey, the United States
launched an amphibious landing and assault
on Iwo Jima (referred to in this preamble as
the ‘“‘Battle of Iwo Jima’’) that culminated
with the engagement of more than 70,000
members of the United States Marine Corps,
supported by thousands of members of the
United States Navy, the United States Coast
Guard, and the United States Army serving
as assault, garrison, and support forces;

Whereas the members of the United States
Marine Corps who fought in the Battle of Iwo
Jima overcame numerous disadvantages in
the 36-day battle that included treacherous
terrain, unfavorable weather conditions, and
heavy enemy fire from an entrenched, deter-
mined, and fierce Japanese fighting force in
places immortalized by members of the
United States Marine Corps, including the
“Meat Grinder’’ and ‘‘Bloody Gorge’’;

Whereas, on February 23, 1945, only 5 days
into the Battle of Iwo Jima, members of the
United States Marine Corps ascended the
highest point on the island, Mount
Suribachi, and raised the flag of the United
States 2 times, the second of which resulted
in the iconic, Pulitzer Prize-winning image
that—

(1) was captured on film by photographer
Joe Rosenthal;

(2) has become a recognized symbol of de-
termination, perseverance, and struggle;

(3) has been memorialized as the United
States Marine Corps War Memorial in Ar-
lington, Virginia;

(4) immortalized the fighting spirit of the
United States Marine Corps and the heroism
of the 6 Marine flag raisers portrayed; and

(5) has continued to inspire the people of
the United States to fight in support of our
Nation’s interests and in support of our al-
lies, even against formidable odds;

Whereas Secretary of the Navy, Hon.
James Forrestal, who was observing the bat-
tle from the sea aboard a landing craft, re-
marked to Lieutenant General Holland M.
Smith that, ‘‘the raising of that flag on
Suribachi means a Marine Corps for the next
500 years.”’;

Whereas the Battle of Iwo Jima, one of the
bloodiest battles in the history of the United
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