
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES858 February 11, 2025 
cats and dogs. Today, the shelter 
stands as one of the oldest and most re-
spected animal welfare organizations 
in the northeastern United States. 

Protectors of Animals has grown into 
a truly exceptional organization, pro-
viding critical animal welfare support 
and services throughout Connecticut. 
From online resources for pet owners, 
to services including low-cost spay and 
neuter clinics, to the all-important 
adoption center, Protectors of Animals 
has truly advanced the cause of animal 
welfare. 

I have been honored to be involved 
with Protectors of Animals for over 20 
years. One of my personal priorities is 
to treat animals humanely, and I am a 
long-time advocate for the safe-
guarding of animals against abuse and 
neglect. That is why I have been so 
grateful for the support of Protectors 
of Animals over the years; they per-
form incredible advocacy work, and 
above all else, they truly care about 
the animals they serve. 

I would like to extend my thanks to 
the dedicated staff, volunteers, and 
supporters of Protectors of Animals 
who have helped this august organiza-
tion save thousands of animals and 
connect them with their forever home, 
enhancing the quality of life of so 
many Connecticut residents. 

Protectors of Animals is celebrating 
their 50th anniversary on Saturday, 
February 15—50 years of incredibly im-
portant advocacy and services, and I 
am sure that there are many more to 
come. I hope my colleagues will join 
me in celebrating Protectors of Ani-
mals and the remarkable work they 
do.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING BHFO 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
chair of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
each week I recognize an outstanding 
Iowa small business that exemplifies 
the American entrepreneurial spirit. 
This week, it is my privilege to recog-
nize BHFO of Cedar Rapids, IA, as the 
Senate Small Business of the Week. 

In 2003, Jon and Stacie Sefton found-
ed BHFO in the basement of their home 
in Cedar Rapids. The company’s name 
reflects their family-oriented ap-
proach, incorporating the initials of 
their daughters Brittany and Hannah, 
along with ‘‘Factory Outlet,’’ to em-
phasize accessibility to premium prod-
ucts. The couple wanted to provide 
high-quality, designer apparel at af-
fordable prices. The emerging world of 
e-commerce provided an opportunity 
for Jon and Stacie to sell brand-name 
fashion items online through eBay. In 
2010, they launched their own website 
and have continued to reach customers 
all around the world. 

BHFO started as a single online mar-
ketplace with two suppliers and has 
now grown to operate across 18 dif-
ferent marketplaces with hundreds of 
brand partnerships. Jon, who serves as 
the CFO and President, and Stacie, 

who serves as CEO, relocated the busi-
ness multiple times to accommodate 
their rapid expansion before settling 
into a state-of-the-art, 240,000-square- 
foot facility in Cedar Rapids. This fa-
cility serves as the hub for their oper-
ations, allowing them to efficiently 
source, process, and distribute an ex-
tensive selection of clothing, shoes, 
and accessories to their customers 
worldwide. Today, BHFO employs over 
100 team members, including their 
daughter Brittany who works as a 
buyer for the company. The company 
prides itself on adapting to changing 
consumer trends and embracing tech-
nological advancements to optimize its 
e-commerce platform and logistics. 
Their business continues to grow and 
thrive, with over 2.8 million positive 
reviews on eBay. 

Beyond their impressive business 
achievements, BHFO remains com-
mitted to giving back to the commu-
nity by supporting food pantry collec-
tions and a cancer walk that raises 
funds towards cancer research. BHFO 
is a member of the Cedar Rapids Metro 
Economic Alliance, and in 2013, they 
awarded BHFO with the Bravo Award 
for their local growth and economic 
impact. In 2024, Newsweek ranked 
BHFO in the top 30 for best multibrand 
online shop in the United States. The 
business contributes to charitable or-
ganizations such as the Zach Johnson 
Foundation, Youth for Christ, and 
Many Hands for Haiti International, 
reflecting BHFO’s belief in using their 
success to uplift others. In March, 
BHFO looks forward to celebrating its 
22nd anniversary in Iowa. 

The entrepreneurial spirit and com-
mitment to excellence demonstrated 
by BHFO is clear. I want to congratu-
late Jon and Stacie, their family, along 
with their entire team, for their hard 
work, innovation, and dedication to en-
riching their community in Iowa. I 
look forward to seeing their continued 
success.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 

following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 224. An act to amend section 102(a)(20) 
of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974 to require the exclusion of serv-
ice-connected disability compensation when 
determining whether a person is a person of 
low and moderate income, a person of low in-
come, or a person of moderate income, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 386. An act to require the United 
States Governor of, and the United States 
Executive Director at, the International 
Monetary Fund to oppose an increase in the 
weight of the Chinese renminbi in the Spe-
cial Drawing Rights basket of the Fund, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 692. An act to require the United 
States Executive Director at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to advocate for in-
creased transparency with respect to ex-
change rate policies of the People’s Republic 
of China, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 736. An act to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to modify the deadline for filing 
beneficial ownership information reports for 
reporting companies formed or registered be-
fore January 1, 2024. 

H.R. 965. An act to amend section 3(b)(4) of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 to ex-
clude certain disability benefits from income 
for the purposes of determining eligibility 
for the supported housing program under 
section 8(o)(19), and for other purposes. 

H.R. 975. An act to amend the Federal 
Credit Union Act to modify the frequency of 
board of directors meetings, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 803(a) of the Con-
gressional Recognition for Excellence 
in Arts Education Act (2 U.S.C. 803(a)), 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2025, the Minority Leader appoints 
the following individual on the part of 
the House of Representatives to the 
Congressional Award Board: Mr. David 
Trone of Potomac, Maryland. 

At 4:16 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the following concurrent resolution, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 11. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 224. An act to amend section 102(a)(20) 
of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974 to require the exclusion of serv-
ice-connected disability compensation when 
determining whether a person is a person of 
low and moderate income, a person of low in-
come, or a person of moderate income, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 386. An act to require the United 
States Governor of, and the United States 
Executive Director at, the International 
Monetary Fund to oppose an increase in the 
weight of the Chinese renminbi in the Spe-
cial Drawing Rights basket of the Fund, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 
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H.R. 692. An act to require the United 

States Executive Director at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to advocate for in-
creased transparency with respect to ex-
change rate policies of the People’s Republic 
of China, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

H.R. 736. An act to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to modify the deadline for filing 
beneficial ownership information reports for 
reporting companies formed or registered be-
fore January 1, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 965. An act to amend section 3(b)(4) of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 to ex-
clude certain disability benefits from income 
for the purposes of determining eligibility 
for the supported housing program under 
section 8(o)(19), and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 975. An act to amend the Federal 
Credit Union Act to modify the frequency of 
board of directors meetings, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Armed Services, without amendment: 

S. Res. 69. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. LEE, from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, without amend-
ment: 

S. Res. 70. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. ERNST, from the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, with-
out amendment: 

S. Res. 71. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. COTTON, from the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, without amendment: 

S. Res. 73. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Select Committee 
on Intelligence. 

By Mr. MORAN, from the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, without amendment: 

S. Res. 74. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. WICKER for the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

*Daniel Driscoll, of North Carolina, to be 
Secretary of the Army. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 

HAGERTY, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. LUMMIS, 
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. 
BANKS): 

S. 505. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to modify the deadline for filing 
beneficial ownership information reports for 
reporting companies formed or registered be-
fore January 1, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
KING): 

S. 506. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to coordinate, navigate, and manage 
care and benefits for veterans enrolled in 
both the Medicare program and the system 
of annual patient enrollment of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 507. A bill to enhance the participation 
of precision agriculture in the United States, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 508. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act relating to grants for 
beach monitoring, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. KING, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CORNYN, 
and Mr. SHEEHY): 

S. 509. A bill to exempt certain 16- and 17- 
year-old individuals employed in logging op-
erations from child labor laws; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. BARRASSO, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. KING, Mr. WARNER, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. 
CRAMER, and Mr. RICKETTS): 

S. 510. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the publicly trad-
ed partnership ownership structure to energy 
power generation projects and transpor-
tation fuels, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 511. A bill to amend chapter 71 of title 5, 
United States Code, to charge labor organi-
zations for the agency resources and em-
ployee time used by such labor organiza-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. SHEEHY, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. 
HAWLEY): 

S. 512. A bill to impose criminal and immi-
gration penalties for intentionally fleeing a 
pursuing Federal officer while operating a 
motor vehicle; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
KING, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 513. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to establish and carry out a grant 
program to conserve, restore, and manage 
kelp forest ecosystems, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. LANKFORD: 
S. 514. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act to 

modify the Methane Emissions Reduction 
Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 515. A bill to repeal the Impoundment 

Control Act of 1974; to the Committee on the 
Budget. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 516. A bill to provide that it is unlawful 
to knowingly distribute private intimate vis-
ual depictions with reckless disregard for the 
individual’s lack of consent to the distribu-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 517. A bill to amend the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Research 
Act of 1978 to modify the forest inventory 
and analysis program; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 518. A bill to prohibit Federal funding 

for the Public Broadcasting Service and Na-
tional Public Radio and to provide for the 
transfer of certain Federal funds that would 
have been made available to those organiza-
tions to reduce the public debt, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 519. A bill to amend the Communica-

tions Act of 1934 to prohibit Federal funding 
for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 520. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to in-
crease grants to combat domestic violence 
for States that implement domestic violence 
prevention training for cosmetologists and 
barbers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FISCHER: 
S. 521. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to waive certain dis-
tance requirements for certain hospitals 
electing to be designated as critical access 
hospitals; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. HAGERTY (for himself and Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER): 

S. 522. A bill to amend the Federal Credit 
Union Act to modify the frequency of board 
of directors meetings, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. WICKER, and Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH): 

S. 523. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to prohibit Federal Med-
icaid funding for the administrative costs of 
providing health benefits to individuals who 
are unauthorized immigrants; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Ms. BALD-
WIN): 

S. 524. A bill to authorize appropriations 
for the Coast Guard, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
MARSHALL): 

S. 525. A bill to transfer the functions, du-
ties, responsibilities, assets, liabilities, or-
ders, determinations, rules, regulations, per-
mits, grants, loans, contracts, agreements, 
certificates, licenses, and privileges of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment relating to implementing and ad-
ministering the Food for Peace Act to the 
Department of Agriculture; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Ms. ERNST, Mr. WELCH, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MORAN, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 
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