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Congress), agreed to May 19, 1976, in accord-
ance with its jurisdiction under sections 3(a)
and 17 of such Senate Resolution, including
holding hearings, reporting such hearings,
and making investigations as authorized by
section 5 of such Senate Resolution, the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence (in this reso-
lution referred to as the ‘‘committee’) is au-
thorized from March 1, 2025, through Feb-
ruary 28, 2027, in its discretion, to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2025.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2025, under this resolution
shall not exceed $5,261,497, of which amount
not to exceed $10,208 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i))).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2025, through September 30,
2026, under this resolution shall not exceed
$9,019,709, of which amount not to exceed
$17,5600 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i))).

(¢) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2027.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2026, through February
28, 2027, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $3,758,212, of which amount not to ex-
ceed $7,292 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i))).

SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’ of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2025;

(2) for the period October 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2026; and
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(3) for the period October 1, 2026, through
February 28, 2027.

SENATE RESOLUTION 74—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS

Mr. MORAN submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs which was referred to
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration:

S. RES. 74

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs (in
this resolution referred to as the ‘‘com-
mittee’’) is authorized from March 1, 2025,
through February 28, 2027, in its discretion,
to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2025.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2025, under this resolution
shall not exceed $2,673,928, of which
amount—

(1) not to exceed $58,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $40,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2025, through September 30,
2026, under this resolution shall not exceed
$4,583,876, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $100,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $70,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2027.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2026, through February
28, 2027, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $1,909,948, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $42,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $30,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
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SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for “‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations” of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2025;

(2) for the period October 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2026; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2026, through
February 28, 2027.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I have
three requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 11, 2025, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, February 11, 2025, at 10 a.m.,
to consider an original resolution and
adopt subcommittee assignments.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February 11, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed business meeting and
closed briefing.

——
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the following

detailees in the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee be granted floor privileges for
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the remainder of the 119th Congress:
Allison Kent and Dorothea Lay.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, in accordance with Public Law
93-618, as amended by Public Law 100—
418, on behalf of the President pro tem-
pore and upon the recommendation of
the Chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nance, appoints the following Members
of the Finance Committee as
congressiodal advisers on trade policy
and negotiations to International con-
ferences, meetings and negotiation ses-
sions relating to trade ageements: the
Senator from Idaho, Mr. CRAPO; the
Senator from Iowa, Mr. GRASSLEY; the
Senator from Texas, Mr. CORNYN; the
Senator from Oregon, Mr. WYDEN; and

the Senator from Washington, Ms.
CANTWELL.

——
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-

MENT—READING OF WASHING-
TON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the order of January 24, 1901,
the traditional reading of Washington’s
Farewell Address take place on Tues-
day, February 18, 2025, following the
prayer and pledge of the flag.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENT OF SENATOR
ROGER WICKER TO READ WASH-
INGTON’'S FAREWELL ADDRESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to the order of the Senate of
January 24, 1901, as modified by the
order of February 11, 2025, appoints the
Senator from Mississippi, Mr. WICKER,
to read Washington’s Farewell Address
on Tuesday, February 18, 2025.

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 12, 2025

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, February 12; that following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
Executive Calendar No. 18 under the
previous order; finally, that if any
nominations are confirmed during
Wednesday’s session, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senators
BLUMENTHAL, WARREN, and SCHUMER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Connecticut.

————

NOMINATION OF TULSI GABBARD

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
am here to ask my colleagues to join
me in a very simple truth: Tulsi
Gabbard should not be the next Direc-
tor of National Intelligence.

It is a simple, unequivocal truth, and
it should be so clear to everyone be-
cause she is unprepared and unqualified
for this role. She lacks the confidence
and character, and that has been made
crystal clear in the proceedings so far
during her confirmation.

I urge my colleagues to consider not
just her lack of preparedness but the
existential threat her confirmation
would pose within the intelligence
community that she would have.

Since the Revolutionary War, our
Nation’s intelligence professionals
have served out of the spotlight, never
expecting recognition or adulation or
award. They serve in some of the most
demanding, dangerous posts, in harm’s
way and hostile environments, far from
their families—in many cases, unable
to speak to their friends and loved ones
for long periods of time and unable to
tell them where they are or what they
are doing. Others serve in the Nation’s
most sensitive facilities here in Wash-
ington, DC, or elsewhere in this coun-
try. Many of them constitute the best
mathematicians, the best linguists, the
best analysts, and cryptographic minds
in the world.

These silent sentinels choose to serve
because they believe in the values and
institutions that we should cherish and
protect: democracy, integrity, the
truth. We expect our intelligence pro-
fessionals to live to the standards per-
sonified by one of Connecticut’s great-
est sons, Nathan Hale, whose dying re-
gret was that he had but one life to
give to his country. He served ably and
instrumentally during the Revolu-
tionary War. He came to be admired
and adulated for his patriotism, his
dedication, his willingness to give his
life for his country.

That is the tradition of our Nation’s
intelligence community. They Kknow
they are going into some of the riskiest
places on the planet. They do it for
their country, and they keep it secret.
I can’t support Tulsi Gabbard to be in
charge of them. I can’t countenance al-
lowing someone who is this risky to
them and to our country having re-
sponsibility over their lives and their
capacity to contribute to the intel-
ligence that is critical to this country
avoiding disasters.

What I have learned in this body is
that, very often, the most important
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work of the intelligence community is
to avoid disaster—a terrorist attack or
other Kkinds of catastrophes—and the
country never knows about it because
it has been avoided. The history of
these last 2% decades, since 9/11, is we
have avoided some of the greatest dis-
asters that might have befallen us be-
cause of that intelligence community—
their competence and their dedication.

Ms. Gabbard has given a part of her
life to the Nation through uniformed
service, and I respect her service in
that role, but she has given another
part of her life to our adversaries—in
service to those who would see us be-
come supplicants of ruthless, ruinous
powers. Her integrity is, at best, sus-
pect. Her judgment is flawed. Her
moral compass is capricious. That is a
nice way of putting it. For the last sev-
eral years, she has made a career of an-
tagonizing the very patriots who serve
in the community she now wants to
lead. Her disdain for the intelligence
community undermines the public’s
trust in those very Agencies that often
serve as our first line of defense and
avoid those catastrophic attacks on
this country or on our allies and part-
ners and friends around the world.
Those Agencies are not just our first
line of defense; they are sometimes the
line of defense against attacks.

Make no mistake, we are in an age of
strife and conflict that demands lead-
ers of principle and determination,
leaders who are willing to counter the
efforts of anyone who would seek to
end all of our democratic and free peo-
ple. A revanchist Russia is waging an
illegal, murderous war against
Ukraine. It is hell-bent on establishing
itself as a disruptor in Europe for the
foreseeable future—a disruptor of de-
mocracies. It is using disinformation
through social media and tech for
spreading lies and dividing democracy,
bolstering far-right movements that
threaten the fabric of our allies.

Democracy: It isn’t just our Nation
that is at risk; it is democracies
around the world that are at risk from
Russia. In the Indo-Pacific, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China is determined
to defy the international norms that
have maintained security in the region
for 60 years. Iranian temerity in the
Middle East throws the region poten-
tially into an uncontained religious
war, stained by sectarian zeal, and a
potential use of nuclear weapons.

We must stop a nuclear-armed Iran
at every potential cost, and we should
be siding with our ally there—our great
friend and partner, Israel—to stop a
nuclear-armed Iran. We should support
their effort to eradicate terrorism—
Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis—prox-
ies of Iran.

The axis of evil that we are seeing
now—Russia, China, Iran—is moving
against us. They are working together,
and they are developing new methods
to threaten the United States and our
allies around the globe. They are po-
tentially disastrous to our security and
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