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activities personnel, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 110–181, 
div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 272. 

§ 130b. Personnel in overseas, sensitive, or rou-
tinely deployable units: nondisclosure of per-
sonally identifying information 

(a) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense and, with respect to the Coast 
Guard when it is not operating as a service in 
the Navy, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may, notwithstanding section 552 of title 5, au-
thorize to be withheld from disclosure to the 
public personally identifying information re-
garding—

(1) any member of the armed forces assigned 
to an overseas unit, a sensitive unit, or a rou-
tinely deployable unit; and 

(2) any employee of the Department of De-
fense or of the Coast Guard whose duty station 
is with any such unit.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—(1) The authority in sub-
section (a) is subject to such exceptions as the 
President may direct. 

(2) Subsection (a) does not authorize any offi-
cial to withhold, or to authorize the withholding 
of, information from Congress. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘personally identifying infor-

mation’’, with respect to any person, means 
the person’s name, rank, duty address, and of-
ficial title and information regarding the per-
son’s pay. 

(2) The term ‘‘unit’’ means a military orga-
nization of the armed forces designated as a 
unit by competent authority. 

(3) The term ‘‘overseas unit’’ means a unit 
that is located outside the United States and 
its territories. 

(4) The term ‘‘sensitive unit’’ means a unit 
that is primarily involved in training for the 
conduct of, or conducting, special activities or 
classified missions, including—

(A) a unit involved in collecting, handling, 
disposing, or storing of classified informa-
tion and materials; 

(B) a unit engaged in training—
(i) special operations units; 
(ii) security group commands weapons 

stations; or 
(iii) communications stations; and

(C) any other unit that is designated as a 
sensitive unit by the Secretary of Defense 
or, in the case of the Coast Guard when it is 
not operating as a service in the Navy, by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security.

(5) The term ‘‘routinely deployable unit’’ 
means a unit that normally deploys from its 
permanent home station on a periodic or ro-
tating basis to meet peacetime operational re-
quirements that, or to participate in sched-
uled training exercises that, routinely require 
deployments outside the United States and its 
territories. Such term includes a unit that is 
alerted for deployment outside the United 
States and its territories during an actual exe-
cution of a contingency plan or in support of 
a crisis operation. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title X, § 1044(a), 
Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 761; amended Pub. L. 

107–296, title XVII, § 1704(b)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2314.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsecs. (a), (c)(4)(C). Pub. L. 107–296 sub-
stituted ‘‘of Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transpor-
tation’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title. 

§ 130c. Nondisclosure of information: certain sen-
sitive information of foreign governments 
and international organizations 

(a) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—The na-
tional security official concerned (as defined in 
subsection (h)) may withhold from public disclo-
sure otherwise required by law sensitive infor-
mation of foreign governments in accordance 
with this section. 

(b) INFORMATION ELIGIBLE FOR EXEMPTION.—
For the purposes of this section, information is 
sensitive information of a foreign government 
only if the national security official concerned 
makes each of the following determinations 
with respect to the information: 

(1) That the information was provided by, 
otherwise made available by, or produced in 
cooperation with, a foreign government or 
international organization. 

(2) That the foreign government or inter-
national organization is withholding the infor-
mation from public disclosure (relying for that 
determination on the written representation 
of the foreign government or international or-
ganization to that effect). 

(3) That any of the following conditions are 
met: 

(A) The foreign government or inter-
national organization requests, in writing, 
that the information be withheld. 

(B) The information was provided or made 
available to the United States Government 
on the condition that it not be released to 
the public. 

(C) The information is an item of informa-
tion, or is in a category of information, that 
the national security official concerned has 
specified in regulations prescribed under 
subsection (g) as being information the re-
lease of which would have an adverse effect 
on the ability of the United States Govern-
ment to obtain the same or similar informa-
tion in the future.

(c) INFORMATION OF OTHER AGENCIES.—If the 
national security official concerned provides to 
the head of another agency sensitive informa-
tion of a foreign government, as determined by 
that national security official under subsection 
(b), and informs the head of the other agency of 
that determination, then the head of the other 
agency shall withhold the information from any 
public disclosure unless that national security 
official specifically authorizes the disclosure. 
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