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sification of this Act to the Code, see section 6001 of
this title and Tables.

§9563. Evaluations

(a) In general
(1) Requirements

In carrying out its missions, the National
Center for Education Evaluation and Regional
Assistance may—

(A) conduct or support evaluations con-
sistent with the Center’s mission as de-
scribed in section 9561(b) of this title;

(B) evaluate programs under title I of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.);

(C) to the extent practicable, examine
evaluations conducted or supported by oth-
ers in order to determine the quality and
relevance of the evidence of effectiveness
generated by those evaluations, with the ap-
proval of the Director;

(D) coordinate the activities of the Na-
tional Center for Education Evaluation and
Regional Assistance with other evaluation
activities in the Department;

(B) review and, where feasible, supplement
Federal education program evaluations, par-
ticularly those by the Department, to deter-
mine or enhance the quality and relevance
of the evidence generated by those evalua-
tions;

(F) establish evaluation methodology; and

(G) assist the Director in the preparation
of the biennial report, as described in sec-
tion 9519 of this title.

(2) Additional requirements

Each evaluation conducted by the National
Center for Education Evaluation and Regional
Assistance pursuant to paragraph (1) shall—

(A) adhere to the highest possible stand-
ards of quality for conducting scientifically
valid education evaluation; and

(B) be subject to rigorous peer-review.

(b) Administration of evaluations under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of

1965

The Evaluation and Regional Assistance Com-
missioner, consistent with the mission of the
National Center for Education Evaluation and
Regional Assistance under section 9561(b) of this
title, shall administer all operations and con-
tracts associated with evaluations authorized by
section 8601 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 7981] and admin-
istered by the Department as of November 5,
2002.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title I, §173, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1964; Pub. L. 114-95, title IX, §9215(ff)(2),
Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2174.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, referred to in subsec. (a)(1)(B), is Pub. L. 89-10,
Apr. 11, 1965, 79 Stat. 27. Title I of the Act is classified
generally to subchapter I (§6301 et seq.) of chapter 70 of
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 6301 of
this title and Tables.
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AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114-95 substituted ‘‘section
8601 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965”° for ‘“‘part E of title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6491 et seq.)”.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-95 effective Dec. 10, 2015,
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub.
L. 114-95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this
title.

§9564. Regional educational laboratories for re-
search, development, dissemination, and
technical assistance

(a) Regional educational laboratories

The Director shall enter into contracts with
entities to establish a networked system of 10
regional educational laboratories that serve the
needs of each region of the United States in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this section. The
amount of assistance allocated to each labora-
tory by the Evaluation and Regional Assistance
Commissioner shall reflect the number of local
educational agencies and the number of school-
age children within the region served by such
laboratory, as well as the cost of providing serv-
ices within the geographic area encompassed by
the region.

(b) Regions

The regions served by the regional educational
laboratories shall be the 10 geographic regions
served by the regional educational laboratories
established under section 941(h) of the Edu-
cational Research, Development, Dissemination,
and Improvement Act of 1994 (as such provision
existed on the day before November 5, 2002).

(c) Eligible applicants

The Director may enter into contracts under
this section with research organizations, insti-
tutions, agencies, institutions of higher edu-
cation, or partnerships among such entities, or
individuals, with the demonstrated ability or ca-
pacity to carry out the activities described in
this section, including regional entities that
carried out activities under the Educational Re-
search, Development, Dissemination, and Im-
provement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed on
the day before November 5, 2002) and title XIII of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (as such title existed on the day before Jan-
uary 8, 2002).

(d) Applications
(1) Submission

Each applicant desiring a contract under
this section shall submit an application at
such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Director may reason-
ably require.

(2) Plan

Each application submitted under paragraph
(1) shall contain a 5-year plan for carrying out
the activities described in this section in a
manner that addresses the priorities estab-
lished under section 9606 of this title and ad-
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dresses the needs of all States (and to the ex-
tent practicable, of local educational agencies)
within the region to be served by the regional
educational laboratory, on an ongoing basis.

(e) Entering into contracts
(1) In general

In entering into contracts under this sec-
tion, the Director shall—
(A) enter into contracts for a b5-year pe-
riod; and
(B) ensure that regional educational lab-
oratories established under this section have
strong and effective governance, organiza-
tion, management, and administration, and
employ qualified staff.

(2) Coordination

In order to ensure coordination and prevent
unnecessary duplication of activities among
the regions, the Evaluation and Regional As-
sistance Commissioner shall—

(A) share information about the activities
of each regional educational laboratory
awarded a contract under this section with
each other regional educational laboratory
awarded a contract under this section and
with the Department of Education, includ-
ing the Director and the Board;

(B) oversee a strategic plan for ensuring
that each regional educational laboratory
awarded a contract under this section in-
creases collaboration and resource-sharing
in such activities;

(C) ensure, where appropriate, that the ac-
tivities of each regional educational labora-
tory awarded a contract under this section
also serve national interests; and

(D) ensure that each regional educational
laboratory awarded a contract under this
section coordinates such laboratory’s activi-
ties with the activities of each other re-
gional technical assistance provider.

(3) Outreach

In conducting competitions for contracts
under this section, the Director shall—

(A) actively encourage eligible entities to
compete for such awards by making infor-
mation and technical assistance relating to
the competition widely available; and

(B) seek input from the chief executive of-
ficers of States, chief State school officers,
educators, and parents regarding the need
for applied research, wide dissemination,
training, technical assistance, and develop-
ment activities authorized by this sub-
chapter in the regions to be served by the re-
gional educational laboratories and how
those educational needs could be addressed
most effectively.

(4) Objectives and indicators

Before entering into a contract under this
section, the Director shall design specific ob-
jectives and measurable indicators to be used
to assess the particular programs or initia-
tives, and ongoing progress and performance,
of the regional educational laboratories, in
order to ensure that the educational needs of
the region are being met and that the latest
and best research and proven practices are
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being carried out as part of school improve-
ment efforts.

(5) Standards

The Evaluation and Regional Assistance
Commissioner shall establish a system for
technical and peer review to ensure that ap-
plied research activities, research-based re-
ports, and products of the regional educational
laboratories are consistent with the research
standards described in section 9534 of this title
and the evaluation standards adhered to pur-
suant to section 9563(a)(2)(A) of this title.

(f) Central mission and primary function

Each regional educational laboratory awarded
a contract under this section shall support ap-
plied research, development, wide dissemina-
tion, and technical assistance activities by—

(1) providing training (which may include
supporting internships and fellowships and
providing stipends) and technical assistance to
State educational agencies, local educational
agencies, school boards, schools funded by the
Bureau as appropriate, and State boards of
education regarding, at a minimum—

(A) the administration and implementa-
tion of programs under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6301 et seq.);

(B) scientifically valid research in edu-
cation on teaching methods, assessment
tools, and high quality, challenging cur-
riculum frameworks for use by teachers and
administrators in, at a minimum—

(i) the core academic subjects of mathe-
matics, science, and reading;

(ii) English language acquisition;

(iii) education technology; and

(iv) the replication and adaption of ex-
emplary and promising practices and new
educational methods, including profes-
sional development strategies and the use
of educational technology to improve
teaching and learning; and

(C) the facilitation of communication be-
tween educational experts, school officials,
and teachers, parents, and librarians, to en-
able such individuals to assist schools to de-
velop a plan to meet the State education
goals;

(2) developing and widely disseminating, in-
cluding through Internet-based means, sci-
entifically valid research, information, re-
ports, and publications that are usable for im-
proving academic achievement, closing
achievement gaps, and encouraging and sus-
taining school improvement, to—

(A) schools, districts, institutions of high-
er education, educators (including early
childhood educators and librarians), parents,
policymakers, and other constituencies, as
appropriate, within the region in which the
regional educational laboratory is located;
and

(B) the National Center for Education
Evaluation and Regional Assistance;

(3) developing a plan for identifying and

serving the needs of the region by conducting
a continuing survey of the educational needs,
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strengths, and weaknesses within the region,
including a process of open hearings to solicit
the views of schools, teachers, administrators,
parents, local educational agencies, librarians,
and State educational agencies within the re-
gion;

(4) in the event such quality applied research
does not exist as determined by the regional
educational laboratory or the Department,
carrying out applied research projects that are
designed to serve the particular educational
needs (in prekindergarten through grade 16) of
the region in which the regional educational
laboratory is located, that reflect findings
from scientifically valid research, and that re-
sult in user-friendly, replicable school-based
classroom applications geared toward pro-
moting increased student achievement, includ-
ing using applied research to assist in solving
site-specific problems and assisting in develop-
ment activities (including high-quality and
on-going professional development and effec-
tive parental involvement strategies);

() supporting and serving the educational
development activities and needs of the region
by providing educational applied research in
usable forms to promote school-improvement,
academic achievement, and the closing of
achievement gaps and contributing to the cur-
rent base of education knowledge by address-
ing enduring problems in elementary and sec-
ondary education and access to postsecondary
education;

(6) collaborating and coordinating services
with other technical assistance providers
funded by the Department of Education;

(7) assisting in gathering information on
school finance systems to promote improved
access to educational opportunities and to bet-
ter serve all public school students;

(8) assisting in gathering information on al-
ternative administrative structures that are
more conducive to planning, implementing,
and sustaining school reform and improved
academic achievement;

(9) bringing teams of experts together to de-
velop and implement school improvement
plans and strategies, especially in low-per-
forming or high poverty schools; and

(10) developing innovative approaches to the
application of technology in education that
are unlikely to originate from within the pri-
vate sector, but which could result in the de-
velopment of new forms of education software,
education content, and technology-enabled
pedagogy.

(g) Activities

Each regional educational laboratory awarded

a contract under this section shall carry out the
following activities:

(1) Collaborate with the National Education
Centers in order to—

(A) maximize the use of research con-
ducted through the National Education Cen-
ters in the work of such laboratory;

(B) keep the National Education Centers
apprised of the work of the regional edu-
cational laboratory in the field; and

(C) inform the National Education Centers
about additional research needs identified in
the field.
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(2) Consult with the State educational agen-
cies and local educational agencies in the re-
gion in developing the plan for serving the re-
gion.

(3) Develop strategies to utilize schools as
critical components in reforming education
and revitalizing rural communities in the
United States.

(4) Report and disseminate information on
overcoming the obstacles faced by educators
and schools in high poverty, urban, and rural
areas.

(5) Identify successful educational programs
that have either been developed by such lab-
oratory in carrying out such laboratory’s
functions or that have been developed or used
by others within the region served by the lab-
oratory and make such information available
to the Secretary and the network of regional
educational laboratories so that such pro-
grams may be considered for inclusion in the
national education dissemination system.

(h) Governing board and allocation

(1) In general

In carrying out its responsibilities, each re-
gional educational laboratory awarded a con-
tract under this section, in keeping with the
terms and conditions of such laboratory’s con-
tract, shall—

(A) establish a governing board that—
(i) reflects a balanced representation of—
(I) the States in the region;
(IT) the interests and concerns of re-
gional constituencies; and
(ITI) technical expertise;

(ii) includes the chief State school offi-
cer or such officer’s designee of each State
represented in such board’s region;

(iii) includes—

(I) representatives nominated by chief
executive officers of States and State or-
ganizations of superintendents, prin-
cipals, institutions of higher education,
teachers, parents, businesses, and re-
searchers; or

(IT) other representatives of the orga-
nizations described in subclause (I), as
required by State law in effect on the
day before November 5, 2002;

(iv) is the sole entity that—

(I) guides and directs the laboratory in
carrying out the provisions of this sub-
section and satisfying the terms and con-
ditions of the contract award;

(IT) determines the regional agenda of
the laboratory;

(ITII) engages in an ongoing dialogue
with the Evaluation and Regional Assist-
ance Commissioner concerning the lab-
oratory’s goals, activities, and priorities;
and

(IV) determines at the start of the con-
tract period, subject to the requirements
of this section and in consultation with
the Evaluation and Regional Assistance
Commissioner, the mission of the re-
gional educational laboratory for the du-
ration of the contract period;

(v) ensures that the regional educational
laboratory attains and maintains a high
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level of quality in the laboratory’s work
and products;

(vi) establishes standards to ensure that
the regional educational laboratory has
strong and effective governance, organiza-
tion, management, and administration,
and employs qualified staff;

(vii) directs the regional educational lab-
oratory to carry out the laboratory’s du-
ties in a manner that will make progress
toward achieving the State education
goals and reforming schools and edu-
cational systems; and

(viii) conducts a continuing survey of
the educational needs, strengths, and
weaknesses within the region, including a
process of open hearings to solicit the
views of schools and teachers; and

(B) allocate the regional educational lab-
oratory’s resources to and within each State
in a manner which reflects the need for as-
sistance, taking into account such factors as
the proportion of economically disadvan-
taged students, the increased cost burden of
service delivery in areas of sparse popu-
lations, and any special initiatives being un-
dertaken by State, intermediate, local edu-
cational agencies, or Bureau-funded schools,
as appropriate, which may require special
assistance from the laboratory.
(2) Special rule

If a regional educational laboratory needs
flexibility in order to meet the requirements
of paragraph (1)(A)(i), the regional educational
laboratory may select not more than 10 per-
cent of the governing board from individuals
outside those representatives nominated in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1)(A)(iii).

(i) Duties of governing board

In order to improve the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of the regional educational labora-
tories, the governing boards of the regional edu-
cational laboratories shall establish and main-
tain a network to—

(1) share information about the activities
each laboratory is carrying out;

(2) plan joint activities that would meet the
needs of multiple regions;

(3) create a strategic plan for the develop-
ment of activities undertaken by the labora-
tories to reduce redundancy and increase col-
laboration and resource-sharing in such activi-
ties; and

(4) otherwise devise means by which the
work of the individual laboratories could serve
national, as well as regional, needs.

(j) Evaluations

The Evaluation and Regional Assistance Com-
missioner shall provide for independent evalua-
tions of each of the regional educational labora-
tories in carrying out the duties described in
this section in the third year that such labora-
tory receives assistance under this section in ac-
cordance with the standards developed by the
Evaluation and Regional Assistance Commis-
sioner and approved by the Board and shall
transmit the results of such evaluations to the
relevant committees of Congress, the Board, and
the appropriate regional educational laboratory
governing board.
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(k) Rule of construction

No regional educational laboratory receiving
assistance under this section shall, by reason of
the receipt of that assistance, be ineligible to re-
ceive any other assistance from the Department
of Education as authorized by law or be prohib-
ited from engaging in activities involving inter-
national projects or endeavors.

(1) Advance payment system

Each regional educational laboratory awarded
a contract under this section shall participate in
the advance payment system at the Department
of Education.

(m) Additional projects

In addition to activities authorized under this
section, the Director is authorized to enter into
contracts or agreements with a regional edu-
cational laboratory for the purpose of carrying
out additional projects to enable such regional
educational laboratory to assist in efforts to
achieve State education goals and for other pur-
poses.

(n) Annual report and plan

Not later than July 1 of each year, each re-
gional educational laboratory awarded a con-
tract under this section shall submit to the
Evaluation and Regional Assistance Commis-
sioner—

(1) a plan covering the succeeding fiscal
year, in which such laboratory’s mission, ac-
tivities, and scope of work are described, in-
cluding a general description of the plans such
laboratory expects to submit in the remaining
years of such laboratory’s contract; and

(2) a report of how well such laboratory is
meeting the needs of the region, including a
summary of activities during the preceding
year, a list of entities served, a list of prod-
ucts, and any other information that the re-
gional educational laboratory may consider
relevant or the Evaluation and Regional As-
sistance Commissioner may require.

(0) Construction

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require any modifications in a regional edu-
cational laboratory contract in effect on the day
before November 5, 2002.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title I, §174, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1965.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Educational Research, Development, Dissemina-
tion, and Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed
on the day before November 5, 2002), referred to in sub-
secs. (b) and (c¢), is title IX of Pub. L. 103-227, Mar. 31,
1994, 108 Stat. 212, as amended, which was classified
principally to subchapter IX (§6001 et seq.) of chapter 68
of this title and was substantially repealed by Pub. L.
107-279, title IV, §403(2), Nov. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 1985. Sec-
tion 941 of the Act was classified to section 6041 of this
title prior to repeal. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see section 6001 of this title and Ta-
bles.

Title XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the day be-
fore January 8, 2002), referred to in subsec. (c), means
title XIII of Pub. L. 89-10, as added by Pub. L. 103-382,



Page 1749

title I, §101, Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3876, which was clas-
sified generally to subchapter XIII (§8601 et seq.) of
chapter 70 of this title, prior to amendment by Pub. L.
107-110. Parts A to D of title XIII of Pub. L. 89-10, were
classified to parts A (§8621 et seq.), B (§8651 et seq.), C
(§8671 et seq.), and D (§8701 et seq.), respectively, of
subchapter XIII of chapter 70 of this title, and were re-
designated as parts K to N of title IX of Pub. L. 103-227,
by Pub. L. 107-110, title X, §§1021(a), 1022(a), 1023(a),
1024(a), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 1987, transferred to parts
G (§6053 et seq.), H (§6054 et seq.), I (§6055 et seq.), and
J (§6056 et seq.), respectively, of subchapter IX of chap-
ter 68 of this title, and subsequently repealed by Pub.
L. 107-279, title IV, §403(2), Nov. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 1985.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, referred to in subsec. (f)(1)(A), is Pub. L. 89-10,
Apr. 11, 1965, 79 Stat. 27, which is classified generally to
chapter 70 (§6301 et seq.) of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 6301 of this title and Tables.

PART E—NATIONAL CENTER FOR SPECIAL
EDUCATION RESEARCH

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior part E, consisting of sections 9571 to 9584, was
redesignated part F of this subchapter by Pub. L.
108-446, title II, §201(a)(1), Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat 2799.

§9567. Establishment
(a) Establishment

There is established in the Institute a Na-
tional Center for Special Education Research (in
this part referred to as the ‘‘Special Education
Research Center”’).

(b) Mission

The mission of the
search Center is—

(1) to sponsor research to expand knowledge
and understanding of the needs of infants, tod-
dlers, and children with disabilities in order to
improve the developmental, educational, and
transitional results of such individuals;

(2) to sponsor research to improve services
provided under, and support the implementa-
tion of, the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.); and

(3) to evaluate the implementation and ef-
fectiveness of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act in coordination with the Na-
tional Center for Education Evaluation and
Regional Assistance.

(c) Applicability of this subchapter

Parts A and F, and the standards for peer re-
view of applications and for the conduct and
evaluation of research under sections 9533(a) and
9534 of this title, respectively, shall apply to the
Secretary, the Director, and the Commissioner
in carrying out this part.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title I, §175, as added Pub. L.

108-446, title II, §201(a)(2), Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat.
2799.)

Special Education Re-

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b)(2), (3), is title VI of Pub. L.
91-230, Apr. 13, 1970, 84 Stat. 175, which is classified gen-
erally to chapter 33 (§1400 et seq.) of this title. For
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complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 1400 of this title and Tables.

§9567a. Commissioner for Special Education Re-
search

The Special Education Research Center shall
be headed by a Commissioner for Special Edu-
cation Research (in this part referred to as the
“Special Education Research Commissioner’’)
who shall have substantial knowledge of the
Special Education Research Center’s activities,
including a high level of expertise in the fields
of research, research management, and the edu-
cation of children with disabilities.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title I, §176, as added Pub. L.
108-446, title II, §201(a)(2), Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat.
2799.)

§9567b. Duties
(a) General duties

The Special Education Research Center shall
carry out research activities under this part
consistent with the mission described in section
9567(b) of this title, such as activities that—

(1) improve services provided under the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act [20
U.S.C. 1400 et seq.] in order to improve—

(A) academic achievement, functional out-
comes, and educational results for children
with disabilities; and

(B) developmental outcomes for infants or
toddlers with disabilities;

(2) identify scientifically based educational
practices that support learning and improve
academic achievement, functional outcomes,
and educational results for all students with
disabilities;

(3) examine the special needs of preschool
aged children, infants, and toddlers with dis-
abilities, including factors that may result in
developmental delays;

(4) identify scientifically based related serv-
ices and interventions that promote participa-
tion and progress in the general education cur-
riculum and general education settings;

(5) improve the alignment, compatibility,
and development of valid and reliable assess-
ments, including alternate assessments, as re-
quired by section 6311(b) of this title;

(6) examine State content standards and al-
ternate assessments for students with signifi-
cant cognitive impairment in terms of aca-
demic achievement, individualized instruc-
tional need, appropriate education settings,
and improved post-school results;

(7) examine the educational, developmental,
and transitional needs of children with high
incidence and low incidence disabilities;

(8) examine the extent to which overidenti-
fication and underidentification of children
with disabilities occurs, and the causes there-
of;

(9) improve reading and literacy skills of
children with disabilities;

(10) examine and improve secondary and
postsecondary education and transitional out-
comes and results for children with disabil-
ities;

(11) examine methods of early intervention
for children with disabilities, including chil-
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