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(1) In general

The terms ‘‘local educational agency’ and
‘““‘State educational agency’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 7801 of this
title.

(2) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Education.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title II, §202, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1975; Pub. L. 114-95, title IX, §9215(gg)(1),
Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2174.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2015—Par. (1). Pub. L. 114-95 made technical amend-
ment to reference in original act which appears in text
as reference to section 7801 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-95 effective Dec. 10, 2015,
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub.
L. 114-95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this
title.

SHORT TITLE

This subchapter known as the ‘‘Educational Tech-
nical Assistance Act of 2002°, see Short Title note set
out under section 9501 of this title.

§9602. Comprehensive centers

(a) Authorization
(1) In general

Subject to paragraph (2), beginning in fiscal
year 2004, the Secretary is authorized to award
not less than 20 grants to local entities, or
consortia of such entities, with demonstrated
expertise in providing technical assistance and
professional development in reading, mathe-
matics, science, and technology, especially to
low-performing schools and districts, to estab-
lish comprehensive centers.

(2) Regions

In awarding grants under paragraph (1), the
Secretary—

(A) shall ensure that not less than 1 com-
prehensive center is established in each of
the 10 geographic regions served by the re-
gional educational laboratories established
under section 941(h) of the Educational Re-
search, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act of 1994 (as such provision
existed on the day before November 5, 2002);
and

(B) after meeting the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A), shall consider, in awarding
the remainder of the grants, the school-age
population, proportion of economically dis-
advantaged students, the increased cost bur-
dens of service delivery in areas of sparse
population, and the number of schools im-
plementing comprehensive support and im-
provement activities and targeted support
and improvement activities under section
1111(d) of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 6311(d)] in
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the population served by the local entity or
consortium of such entities.

(b) Eligible applicants
(1) In general

Grants under this section may be made with
research organizations, institutions, agencies,
institutions of higher education, or partner-
ships among such entities, or individuals, with
the demonstrated ability or capacity to carry
out the activities described in subsection (f),
including regional entities that carried out ac-
tivities under the Educational Research, De-
velopment, Dissemination, and Improvement
Act of 1994 (as such Act existed on the day be-
fore November 5, 2002) and title XIII of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(as such title existed on the day before Janu-
ary 8, 2002).

(2) Outreach

In conducting competitions for grants under
this section, the Secretary shall actively en-
courage potential applicants to compete for
such awards by making widely available infor-
mation and technical assistance relating to
the competition.

(3) Objectives and indicators

Before awarding a grant under this section,
the Secretary shall design specific objectives
and measurable indicators, using the results of
the assessment conducted under section 9605 of
this title, to be used to assess the particular
programs or initiatives, and ongoing progress
and performance, of the regional entities, in
order to ensure that the educational needs of
the region are being met and that the latest
and best research and proven practices are
being carried out as part of school improve-
ment efforts.

(¢) Application
(1) Submission

Each local entity, or consortium of such en-
tities, seeking a grant under this section shall
submit an application at such time, in such
manner, and containing such additional infor-
mation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire.

(2) Plan

Each application submitted under paragraph
(1) shall contain a 5-year plan for carrying out
the activities described in this section in a
manner that addresses the priorities estab-
lished under section 9606 of this title and ad-
dresses the needs of all States (and to the ex-
tent practicable, of local educational agencies)
within the region to be served by the com-
prehensive center, on an ongoing basis.

(d) Allocation

Each comprehensive center established under
this section shall allocate such center’s re-
sources to and within each State in a manner
which reflects the need for assistance, taking
into account such factors as the proportion of
economically disadvantaged students, the in-
creased cost burden of service delivery in areas
of sparse populations, and any special initiatives
being undertaken by State, intermediate, local
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educational agencies, or Bureau-funded schools,
as appropriate, which may require special assist-
ance from the center.

(e) Scope of work

Each comprehensive center established under

this section shall work with State educational
agencies, local educational agencies, regional
educational agencies, and schools in the region
where such center is located on school improve-
ment activities that take into account factors
such as the proportion of economically dis-
advantaged students in the region, and give pri-
ority to—

(1) schools in the region with high percent-
ages or numbers of students from low-income
families, as determined under section 1113(a)(5)
of the Elementary and Secondary Education

Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6313(a)(b)), including such

schools in rural and urban areas, and schools
receiving assistance under title I of that Act
(20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.);

(2) local educational agencies in the region

in which high percentages or numbers of

school-age children are from low-income fami-
lies, as determined under section 1124(c)(1)(A)
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6333(c)(1)(A)), including

such local educational agencies in rural and

urban areas; and

(3) schools in the region that are imple-
menting comprehensive support and improve-
ment activities or targeted support and im-

provement activities under section 1111(d) of

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 6311(d)].

(f) Activities
(1) In general

A comprehensive center established under
this section shall support dissemination and

technical assistance activities by—

(A) providing training, professional devel-

opment, and technical assistance regarding,
at a minimum—

(i) the administration and implementa-
tion of programs under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20

U.S.C. 6301 et seq.);

(ii) the use of scientifically valid teach-
ing methods and assessment tools for use
by teachers and administrators in, at a

minimum—

(I) the core academic subjects of math-
ematics, science, and reading or lan-

guage arts;
(IT) English language acquisition; and
(ITT) education technology; and

(iii) the facilitation of communication
between education experts, school offi-
cials, teachers, parents, and librarians, as

appropriate; and

(B) disseminating and providing informa-
tion, reports, and publications that are usa-

ble for improving academic achievement,

closing achievement gaps,,! and particularly
assisting those schools implementing com-
prehensive support and improvement and

180 in original.
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targeted support and improvement activities
under section 1111(d) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C.
6311(d)],,* to schools, educators, parents, and
policymakers within the region in which the
center is located; and

(C) developing teacher and school leader
inservice and preservice training models
that illustrate best practices in the use of
technology in different content areas.

(2) Coordination and collaboration

BEach comprehensive center established
under this section shall coordinate its activi-
ties, collaborate, and regularly exchange in-
formation with the regional educational lab-
oratory in the region in which the center is lo-
cated, the National Center for Education Eval-
uation and Regional Assistance, the Office of
the Secretary, the State service agency, and
other technical assistance providers in the re-
gion.

(g) Comprehensive center advisory board

(1) Establishment

Each comprehensive center established
under this section shall have an advisory
board that shall support the priorities of such
center.

(2) Duties

Each advisory board established under para-
graph (1) shall advise the comprehensive cen-
ter—

(A) concerning the activities described in
subsection (d);

(B) on strategies for monitoring and ad-
dressing the educational needs of the region,
on an ongoing basis;

(C) on maintaining a high standard of
quality in the performance of the center’s
activities; and

(D) on carrying out the center’s duties in
a manner that promotes progress toward im-
proving student academic achievement.

(3) Composition
(A) In general

Each advisory board shall be composed
of—

(i) the chief State school officers, or such
officers’ designees or other State officials,
in each State served by the comprehensive
center who have primary responsibility
under State law for elementary and sec-
ondary education in the State; and

(ii) not more than 15 other members who
are representative of the educational in-
terests in the region served by the com-
prehensive center and are selected jointly
by the officials specified in clause (i) and
the chief executive officer of each State
served by the comprehensive center, in-
cluding the following:

(I) Representatives of local educational
agencies and regional educational agen-
cies, including representatives of local
educational agencies serving urban and
rural areas.

(IT) Representatives of institutions of
higher education.

(I1I) Parents.
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(IV) Practicing educators, including
classroom teachers, principals, and ad-

ministrators.
(V) Representatives of business.
(VI) Policymakers, expert practi-

tioners, and researchers with knowledge
of, and experience using, the results of
research, evaluation, and statistics.

(B) Special rule

In the case of a State in which the chief
executive officer has the primary responsi-
bility under State law for elementary and
secondary education in the State, the chief
executive officer shall consult, to the extent
permitted by State law, with the State edu-
cational agency in selecting additional
members of the board under subparagraph
(A)(D).

(h) Report to Secretary

Each comprehensive center established under
this section shall submit to the Secretary an an-
nual report, at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secretary
may require, which shall include the following:

(1) A summary of the comprehensive center’s
activities during the preceding year.

(2) A listing of the States, local educational
agencies, and schools the comprehensive cen-
ter assisted during the preceding year.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title II, §203, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1975; Pub. L. 114-95, title IX, §9215(gg)(2),
Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2174.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Educational Research, Development, Dissemina-
tion, and Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed
on the day before November 5, 2002), referred to in sub-
secs. (a)(2)(A) and (b)(1), is title IX of Pub. L. 103-227,
Mar. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 212, which was classified prin-
cipally to subchapter IX (§6001 et seq.) of chapter 68 of
this title and was substantially repealed by Pub. L.
107-279, title IV, §403(2), Nov. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 1985. Sec-
tion 941(h) of the Act was classified to section 6041(h) of
this title prior to repeal. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see section 6001 of this title and
Tables.

Title XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the day be-
fore January 8, 2002), referred to in subsec. (b)(1), means
title XIII of Pub. L. 89-10, as added by Pub. L. 103-382,
title I, §101, Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3876, which was clas-
sified generally to subchapter XIII (§8601 et seq.) of
chapter 70 of this title, prior to amendment by Pub. L.
107-110. Parts A to D of title XIII of Pub. L. 89-10, were
classified to parts A (§8621 et seq.), B (§8651 et seq.), C
(§8671 et seq.), and D (§8701 et seq.), respectively, of
subchapter XIII of chapter 70 of this title, and were re-
designated as parts K to N of title IX of Pub. L. 103-227,
by Pub. L. 107-110, title X, §§1021(a), 1022(a), 1023(a),
1024(a), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 1987, transferred to parts
G (§60563 et seq.), H (§6054 et seq.), I (§6055 et seq.), and
J (§6056 et seq.), respectively, of subchapter IX of chap-
ter 68 of this title, and subsequently repealed by Pub.
L. 107-279, title IV, §403(2), Nov. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 1985.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, referred to in subsecs. (e)(1) and (f)(1)(A)({), is Pub.
L. 89-10, Apr. 11, 1965, 79 Stat. 27, which is classified
generally to chapter 70 (§6301 et seq.) of this title. Title
I of the Act is classified generally to subchapter I (§6301
et seq.) of chapter 70 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 6301 of this title and Tables.
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AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 114-95, §9215(gg)(2)(A),
substituted ‘‘the number of schools implementing com-
prehensive support and improvement activities and tar-
geted support and improvement activities under sec-
tion 1111(d) of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 for ‘‘the number of schools identi-
fied for school improvement (as described in section
1116(b) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6316(b))”’.

Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 114-95, §9215(gg)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘schools in the region that are implementing
comprehensive support and improvement activities or
targeted support and improvement activities under sec-
tion 1111(d) of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 for ‘‘schools in the region that have
been identified for school improvement under section
1116(b) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6316(b))”’.

Subsec. (H(1)(B). Pub. L. 114-95, §9215(gg)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘, and particularly assisting those schools im-
plementing comprehensive support and improvement
and targeted support and improvement activities under
section 1111(d) of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965, for ‘‘and encouraging and sus-
taining school improvement (as described in section
1116(b) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6316(b)))”’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-95 effective Dec. 10, 2015,
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub.
L. 114-95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this
title.

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY BOARDS

Advisory boards established after Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of their establishment, un-
less, in the case of a board established by the President
or an officer of the Federal Government, such board is
renewed by appropriate action prior to the expiration
of such 2-year period, or in the case of a board estab-
lished by the Congress, its duration is otherwise pro-
vided for by law. See sections 1001(2) and 1013 of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees.

§9603. Evaluations

The Secretary shall provide for ongoing inde-
pendent evaluations by the National Center for
Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance
of the comprehensive centers receiving assist-
ance under this subchapter, the results of which
shall be transmitted to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and the Director of the Insti-
tute of Education Sciences. Such evaluations
shall include an analysis of the services provided
under this subchapter, the extent to which each
of the comprehensive centers meets the objec-
tives of its respective plan, and whether such
services meet the educational needs of State
educational agencies, local educational agen-
cies, and schools in the region.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title II, §204, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1979.)

§9604. Existing technical assistance providers

The Secretary shall continue awards for the
support of the Eisenhower Regional Mathe-
matics and Science Education Consortia estab-
lished under part M of the Educational Re-
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