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the business of a distiller, warehouseman, proc-
essor, brewer, or winemaker, shall commence or 
continue the business of a distiller, warehouse-
man, processor, brewer, or winemaker until all 
bonds in respect of such a business, required by 
any provision of law, have been approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury or the officer des-
ignated by him. 

(b) Disapproval 

The Secretary of the Treasury or any officer 
designated by him may disapprove any such 
bond or bonds if the individual, firm, partner-
ship, or corporation, or association giving such 
bond or bonds, or owning, controlling, or ac-
tively participating in the management of the 
business of the individual, firm, partnership, 
corporation, or association giving such bond or 
bonds, shall have been previously convicted, in a 
court of competent jurisdiction, of—

(1) any fraudulent noncompliance with any 
provision of any law of the United States, if 
such provision related to internal revenue or 
customs taxation of distilled spirits, wines, or 
beer, or if such an offense shall have been com-
promised with the individual, firm, partner-
ship, corporation, or association on payment 
of penalties or otherwise, or 

(2) any felony under a law of any State, or 
the District of Columbia, or the United States, 
prohibiting the manufacture, sale, importa-
tion, or transportation of distilled spirits, 
wine, beer, or other intoxicating liquor. 

(c) Appeal from disapproval 

In case the disapproval is by an officer des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Treasury to ap-
prove or disapprove such bonds, the individual, 
firm, partnership, corporation, or association 
giving the bond may appeal from such dis-
approval to the Secretary of the Treasury or an 
officer designated by him to hear such appeals, 
and the disapproval of the bond by the Secretary 
of the Treasury or officer designated to hear 
such appeals shall be final. 

(d) Removal of bond requirements 

(1) In general 

During any period to which subparagraph 
(A) of section 5061(d)(4) applies to a taxpayer 
(determined after application of subparagraph 
(B) thereof), such taxpayer shall not be re-
quired to furnish any bond covering operations 
or withdrawals of distilled spirits or wines for 
nonindustrial use or of beer. 

(2) Satisfaction of bond requirements 

Any taxpayer for any period described in 
paragraph (1) shall be treated as if sufficient 
bond has been furnished for purposes of cov-
ering operations and withdrawals of distilled 
spirits or wines for nonindustrial use or of 
beer for purposes of any requirements relating 
to bonds under this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958, 
72 Stat. 1394; amended Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§§ 1905(c)(5), 1906(b)(13)(B), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1823, 1834; Pub. L. 96–39, title VIII, § 807(a)(51), 
July 26, 1979, 93 Stat. 288; Pub. L. 114–113, div. Q, 
title III, § 332(b)(1), Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 3105.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5551, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A 
Stat. 680, consisted of provisions similar to those com-
prising this section, prior to the general revision of this 
chapter by Pub. L. 85–859. 

Provisions similar to those comprising subsec. (c) of 
this section were contained in prior section 5177(c), act 
Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 630, prior to the general 
revision of this chapter by Pub. L. 85–859. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–113, § 332(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Except as provided under subsection (d), no 
individual’’ for ‘‘No individual’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 114–113, § 332(b)(1)(B), added sub-
sec. (d). 

1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–39 substituted ‘‘ware-
houseman, processor’’ for ‘‘bonded warehouseman, rec-
tifier’’ in two places. 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–455, § 1906(b)(13)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary of the Treasury’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–455, §§ 1905(c)(5), 1906(b)(13)(B), 
substituted ‘‘Secretary of the Treasury’’ for ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ in provisions preceding par. (1) and struck out 
‘‘Territory, or’’ after ‘‘State,’’ in par. (2). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–455, § 1906(b)(13)(B), substituted 
‘‘Secretary of the Treasury’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–113 applicable to any cal-
endar quarters beginning more than 1 year after Dec. 
18, 2015, see section 332(c) of Pub. L. 114–113, set out as 
a note under section 5061 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1979 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–39 effective Jan. 1, 1980, see 
section 810 of Pub. L. 96–39, set out as a note under sec-
tion 5001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 1905(c)(5) of Pub. L. 94–455 ef-
fective on first day of first month which begins more 
than 90 days after Oct. 4, 1976, see section 1905(d) of 
Pub. L. 94–455, set out as a note under section 5005 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1959, see section 210(a)(1) of 
Pub. L. 85–859, set out as a note under section 5001 of 
this title. 

§ 5552. Installation of meters, tanks, and other 
apparatus 

The Secretary is authorized to require at dis-
tilled spirits plants, breweries, and at any other 
premises established pursuant to this chapter as 
in his judgment may be deemed advisable, the 
installation of meters, tanks, pipes, or any other 
apparatus for the purpose of protecting the rev-
enue, and such meters, tanks, and pipes and all 
necessary labor incident thereto shall be at the 
expense of the person on whose premises the in-
stallation is required. Any such person refusing 
or neglecting to install such apparatus when so 
required by the Secretary shall not be permitted 
to conduct business on such premises. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958, 
72 Stat. 1395; amended Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834.)
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Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5552, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A 
Stat. 680, consisted of provisions similar to those com-
prising this section, prior to the general revision of this 
chapter by Pub. L. 85–859. 

For application to vinegar plants of provisions of 
prior section 5552 relating to installation of meters, 
tanks, and other apparatus, see also sections 5503 and 
5505(e) of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing. 

§ 5553. Supervision of premises and operations 

(a) Assignment of internal revenue officers 

The Secretary is authorized to assign to any 
premises established under the provisions of this 
chapter such number of internal revenue officers 
as may be deemed necessary. 

(b) Functions of internal revenue officer 

When used in this chapter, the term ‘‘internal 
revenue officer assigned to the premises’’ means 
the internal revenue officer assigned by the Sec-
retary to duties at premises established and op-
erated under the provisions of this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958, 
72 Stat. 1395; amended Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5553, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A 
Stat. 681, consisted of provisions similar to those com-
prising this section, prior to the general revision of this 
chapter by Pub. L. 85–859. 

For application to vinegar plants of provisions of 
prior section 5553(a) relating to assignment of store-
keeper-gaugers, see also section 5505(f) of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or 
his delegate’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing. 

§ 5554. Pilot operations 

For the purpose of facilitating the develop-
ment and testing of improved methods of gov-
ernmental supervision (necessary for the protec-
tion of the revenue) over distilled spirits plants 
established under this chapter, the Secretary is 
authorized to waive any regulatory provisions of 
this chapter for temporary pilot or experimental 
operations. Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as authority to waive the filing of any 
bond or the payment of any tax provided for in 
this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958, 
72 Stat. 1395; amended Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5554, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A 
Stat. 681, consisted of provisions similar to those com-
prising this section, prior to the general revision of this 
chapter by Pub. L. 85–859. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

§ 5555. Records, statements, and returns 

(a) General 

Every person liable to any tax imposed by this 
chapter, or for the collection thereof, shall keep 
such records, render such statements, make 
such returns, and comply with such rules and 
regulations as the Secretary may prescribe. The 
Secretary shall permit a person to employ a uni-
fied system for any records, statements, and re-
turns required to be kept, rendered, or made 
under this section for any beer produced in the 
brewery for which the tax imposed by section 
5051 has been determined, including any beer 
which has been removed for consumption on the 
premises of the brewery. 

(b) Authority to waive 

Whenever in this chapter any record is re-
quired to be made or kept, or statement or re-
turn is required to be made by any person, the 
Secretary may by regulation waive, in whole or 
in part, such requirement when he deems such 
requirement to no longer serve a necessary pur-
pose. This subsection shall not be construed as 
authorizing the waiver of the payment of any 
tax. 

(c) Photographic copies 

Whenever in this chapter any record is re-
quired to be made and preserved by any person, 
the Secretary may by regulations authorize 
such person to record, copy, or reproduce by any 
photographic, photostatic, microfilm, 
microcard, miniature photographic, or other 
process, which accurately reproduces or forms a 
durable medium for so reproducing the original 
of such record and to retain such reproduction 
in lieu of the original. Every person who is au-
thorized to retain such reproduction in lieu of 
the original shall, under such regulations as the 
Secretary may prescribe, preserve such repro-
duction in conveniently accessible files and 
make provision for examining, viewing, and 
using such reproduction the same as if it were 
the original. Such reproduction shall be treated 
and considered for all purposes as though it were 
the original record and all provisions of law ap-
plicable to the original shall be applicable to 
such reproduction. Such reproduction, or en-
largement or facsimile thereof, shall be admis-
sible in evidence in the same manner and under 
the same conditions as provided for the admis-
sion of reproductions, enlargements, or fac-
similes of records made in the regular course of 
business under section 1732(b) of title 28 of the 
United States Code. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958, 
72 Stat. 1395; amended Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834; Pub. L. 
98–369, div. A, title IV, § 454(c)(10), July 18, 1984, 
98 Stat. 821; Pub. L. 115–123, div. D, title II, 
§ 41112(a), Feb. 9, 2018, 132 Stat. 160; Pub. L. 
116–94, div. Q, title I, § 144(i)(1), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 3235; Pub. L. 116–260, div. EE, title I, 
§ 106(i)(1), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 3045.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5555, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A 
Stat. 681, consisted of provisions similar to those com-
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