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(i) such contracting or reimbursement; or 
(ii) teleconsultation; and

(B) providing such assessment with such 
contracting or reimbursement is more clini-
cally appropriate for the veteran than pro-
viding such assessment with teleconsultation.

(b) TELECONSULTATION DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘teleconsultation’’ means the use 
by a health care specialist of telecommuni-
cations to assist another health care provider in 
rendering a diagnosis or treatment. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–154, title I, § 108(a)(1), Aug. 6, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1174.) 

§ 1709B. Evaluations of mental health care and 
suicide prevention programs 

(a) EVALUATIONS.—(1) Not less frequently than 
once during each period specified in paragraph 
(3), the Secretary shall provide for the conduct 
of an evaluation of the mental health care and 
suicide prevention programs carried out under 
the laws administered by the Secretary. 

(2) Each evaluation conducted under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) use metrics that are common among and 
useful for practitioners in the field of mental 
health care and suicide prevention, including 
metrics applicable specifically to women; 

(B) identify the most effective mental health 
care and suicide prevention programs con-
ducted by the Secretary, including such pro-
grams conducted at a Center of Excellence; 

(C) identify the cost-effectiveness of each 
program identified under subparagraph (B); 

(D) measure the satisfaction of patients with 
respect to the care provided under each such 
program; 

(E) propose best practices for caring for indi-
viduals who suffer from mental health dis-
orders or are at risk of suicide, including such 
practices conducted or suggested by other de-
partments or agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment, including the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration of the 
Department of Health and Human Services; 
and 

(F) identify the mental health care and sui-
cide prevention programs conducted by the 
Secretary that are most effective for women 
veterans and such programs with the highest 
satisfaction rates among women veterans.

(3) The periods specified in this paragraph are 
the following: 

(A) The period beginning on the date on 
which the Secretary awards the contract 
under paragraph (4) and ending on September 
30, 2018. 

(B) Each fiscal year beginning on or after 
October 1, 2018.

(4) Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this section, the Secretary shall 
seek to enter into a contract with an inde-
pendent third party unaffiliated with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to conduct evalua-
tions under paragraph (1). 

(5) The independent third party that is award-
ed the contract under paragraph (4) shall submit 
to the Secretary each evaluation conducted 
under paragraph (1). 

(b) ANNUAL SUBMISSION.—Not later than De-
cember 1, 2018, and each year thereafter, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that contains the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The most recent evaluations submitted 
to the Secretary under subsection (a)(5) that 
the Secretary has not previously submitted to 
such Committees. 

(2) Any recommendations the Secretary con-
siders appropriate. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–2, § 2(a)(1), Feb. 12, 2015, 129 
Stat. 30; amended Pub. L. 114–188, § 2, June 30, 
2016, 130 Stat. 611.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 
in subsec. (a)(4), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
114–2, which was approved Feb. 12, 2015. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 114–188, § 2(1), inserted 
before semicolon at end ‘‘, including metrics applicable 
specifically to women’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(F). Pub. L. 114–188, § 2(2)–(4), added sub-
par. (F). 

§ 1709C. Assistance for child care for certain vet-
erans receiving health care 

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary shall 
carry out a program to provide, subject to sub-
section (b), assistance to qualified veterans de-
scribed in subsection (c) to obtain child care so 
that such veterans can receive health care serv-
ices described in subsection (c)(2). 

(b) LIMITATION ON PERIOD OF PAYMENTS.—As-
sistance may be provided to a qualified veteran 
under this section for receipt of child care only 
during the period that the qualified veteran—

(1) receives the types of health care services 
described in subsection (c)(2) at a facility of 
the Department; and 

(2) requires travel to and return from such 
facility for the receipt of such health care 
services.

(c) QUALIFIED VETERANS.—For purposes of this 
section, a qualified veteran is a veteran who—

(1) is the primary caretaker of a child or 
children; and 

(2)(A) receives from the Department—
(i) regular mental health care services; 
(ii) intensive mental health care services; 

or 
(iii) such other intensive health care serv-

ices that the Secretary determines that pro-
vision of assistance to the veteran to obtain 
child care would improve access to such 
health care services by the veteran; or

(B) is in need of regular or intensive mental 
health care services from the Department, and 
but for lack of child care services, would re-
ceive such health care services from the De-
partment.

(d) LOCATIONS.—Not later than five years after 
the date of the enactment of the Deborah Samp-
son Act of 2020, the Secretary shall carry out the 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

program at each medical center of the Depart-
ment. 

(e) FORMS OF CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE.—(1) 
Child care assistance under this section may in-
clude the following: 

(A) Stipends for the payment of child care 
offered by a licensed child care center (either 
directly or through a voucher program) that 
shall be, to the extent practicable, modeled 
after the Department of Veterans Affairs Child 
Care Subsidy Program established pursuant to 
section 630 of the Treasury and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 
107–67; 115 Stat. 552). 

(B) Direct provision of child care at an on-
site facility of the Department. 

(C) Payments to private child care agencies. 
(D) Collaboration with facilities or programs 

of other Federal agencies. 
(E) Such other forms of assistance as the 

Secretary considers appropriate.

(2) In providing child care assistance under 
this section, the child care needs of the local 
area shall be considered and the head of each 
medical center may select the type of care that 
is most appropriate or feasible for such medical 
center. 

(3) In the case that child care assistance under 
this section is provided as a stipend under para-
graph (1)(A), such stipend shall cover the full 
cost of such child care. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–315, title V, § 5107(a)(1), Jan. 
5, 2021, 134 Stat. 5030.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the Deborah Sampson 
Act of 2020, referred to in subsec. (d), is the date of en-
actment of title V of Pub. L. 116–315, which was ap-
proved Jan. 5, 2021. 

Section 630 of the Treasury and General Government 
Appropriations Act, 2002, referred to in subsec. (e)(1)(A), 
is section 630 of Pub. L. 107–67, Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 
552, which was classified to section 490b–1 of former 
Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, and 
was repealed and restated as section 590(g) of Title 40, 
Public Buildings, Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 
107–217, §§ 1, 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1118, 1327.

SUBCHAPTER II—HOSPITAL, NURSING 
HOME, OR DOMICILIARY CARE AND MED-
ICAL TREATMENT

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–581, title II, § 202(c), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2855, inserted ‘‘, NURSING HOME,’’ in subchapter 
heading. 

§ 1710. Eligibility for hospital, nursing home, and 
domiciliary care 

(a)(1) The Secretary (subject to paragraph (4)) 
shall furnish hospital care and medical services 
which the Secretary determines to be needed—

(A) to any veteran for a service-connected 
disability; and 

(B) to any veteran who has a service-con-
nected disability rated at 50 percent or more.

(2) The Secretary (subject to paragraph (4)) 
shall furnish hospital care and medical services, 

and may furnish nursing home care, which the 
Secretary determines to be needed to any vet-
eran—

(A) who has a compensable service-con-
nected disability rated less than 50 percent or, 
with respect to nursing home care during any 
period during which the provisions of section 
1710A(a) of this title are in effect, a compen-
sable service-connected disability rated less 
than 70 percent; 

(B) whose discharge or release from active 
military, naval, air, or space service was for a 
disability that was incurred or aggravated in 
the line of duty; 

(C) who is in receipt of, or who, but for a sus-
pension pursuant to section 1151 of this title 
(or both a suspension and the receipt of retired 
pay), would be entitled to disability compensa-
tion, but only to the extent that such vet-
eran’s continuing eligibility for such care is 
provided for in the judgment or settlement 
provided for in such section; 

(D) who is a former prisoner of war, who was 
awarded the medal of honor under section 7271, 
8291, or 9271 of title 10 or section 491 1 of title 
14, or who was awarded the Purple Heart; 

(E) who is a veteran of—
(i) the Mexican border period; 
(ii) World War I; or 
(iii) World War II;

(F) who is a toxic-exposed veteran, in ac-
cordance with subsection (e); or 

(G) who is unable to defray the expenses of 
necessary care as determined under section 
1722(a) of this title.

(3) In the case of a veteran who is not de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2), the Secretary 
may, to the extent resources and facilities are 
available and subject to the provisions of sub-
sections (f) and (g), furnish hospital care, med-
ical services, and nursing home care which the 
Secretary determines to be needed. 

(4) The requirement in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
that the Secretary furnish hospital care and 
medical services, the requirement in section 
1710A(a) of this title that the Secretary provide 
nursing home care, the requirement in section 
1710B of this title that the Secretary provide a 
program of extended care services, and the re-
quirement in section 1745 of this title to provide 
nursing home care and prescription medicines to 
veterans with service-connected disabilities in 
State homes shall be effective in any fiscal year 
only to the extent and in the amount provided 
in advance in appropriations Acts for such pur-
poses. 

(5) During any period during which the provi-
sions of section 1710A(a) of this title are not in 
effect, the Secretary may furnish nursing home 
care which the Secretary determines is needed 
to any veteran described in paragraph (1), with 
the priority for such care on the same basis as 
if provided under that paragraph. 

(b)(1) The Secretary may furnish to a veteran 
described in paragraph (2) of this subsection 
such domiciliary care as the Secretary deter-
mines is needed for the purpose of the furnishing 
of medical services to the veteran. 
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