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1976—Pub. L. 94-581 substituted ‘‘belonging to such
veteran’ for ‘‘belonging to him’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-581 effective Oct. 21, 1976,
see section 211 of Pub. L. 94-581, set out as a note under
section 111 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 87-850, §2, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1126, provided
that: “The amendment made by this Act [enacting this
section] shall apply only with respect to the repair or
replacement of artificial limbs, trusses, braces, hearing
aids, spectacles, and similar devices damaged or de-
stroyed after the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 23,
1962].”

§1720. Transfers for nursing home care; adult
day health care

(a)(1) Subject to subsection (b) of this section,
the Secretary may transfer to a non-Depart-
ment nursing home, for care at the expense of
the United States—

(A) a veteran—

(i) who has been furnished care by the Sec-
retary in a facility under the direct jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary; and

(ii) who the Secretary determines—

(I) requires a protracted period of nurs-
ing home care which can be furnished in
the non-Department nursing home; and

(IT) in the case of a veteran who has been
furnished hospital care in a facility under
the direct jurisdiction of the Secretary,
has received maximum benefits from such
care; and

(B) a member of the Armed Forces—

(i) who has been furnished care in a hos-
pital of the Armed Forces;

(ii) who the Secretary concerned deter-
mines has received maximum benefits from
such care but requires a protracted period of
nursing home care; and

(iii) who upon discharge from the Armed
Forces will become a veteran.

(2) The Secretary may transfer a person to a
nursing home under this subsection only if the
Secretary determines that the cost to the
United States of the care of such person in the
nursing home will not exceed—

(A) the amount equal to 45 percent of the
cost of care furnished by the Department in a
general hospital under the direct jurisdiction
of the Secretary (as such cost may be deter-
mined annually by the Secretary); or

(B) the amount equal to 50 percent of such
cost, if such higher amount is determined to
be necessary by the Secretary (upon the rec-
ommendation of the Under Secretary for
Health) to provide adequate care.

(3) Nursing home care may not be furnished
under this subsection at the expense of the
United States for more than six months in the
aggregate in connection with any one transfer
except—

(A) in the case of a veteran—

(i) who is transferred to a non-Department
nursing home from a hospital under the di-
rect jurisdiction of the Secretary; and
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(ii) whose hospitalization was primarily
for a service-connected disability;

(B) in a case in which the nursing home care
is required for a service-connected disability;
or

(C) in a case in which, in the judgment of the
Secretary, a longer period of nursing home
care is warranted.

(4) A veteran who is furnished care by the Sec-
retary in a hospital or domiciliary facility in
Alaska or Hawaii may be furnished nursing
home care at the expense of the United States
under this subsection even if such hospital or
domiciliary facility is not under the direct juris-
diction of the Secretary.

(b) No veteran may be transferred or admitted
to any institution for nursing home care under
this section, unless such institution is deter-
mined by the Secretary to meet such standards
as the Secretary may prescribe. The standards
prescribed and any report of inspection of insti-
tutions furnishing care to veterans under this
section made by or for the Secretary shall, to
the extent possible, be made available to all
Federal, State, and local agencies charged with
the responsibility of licensing or otherwise regu-
lating or inspecting such institutions.

(c)(1)(A) In furnishing nursing home care,
adult day health care, or other extended care
services under this section, the Secretary may
enter into agreements for furnishing such care
or services with—

(i) in the case of the medicare program, a
provider of services that has entered into a
provider agreement under section 1866(a) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc(a));

(ii) in the case of the medicaid program, a
provider participating under a State plan
under title XIX of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.); and

(iii) a provider of services eligible to enter
into a contract pursuant to section 1745(a) of
this title that is not otherwise described in
clause (i) or (ii).

(B) In entering into an agreement under sub-
paragraph (A) with a provider of services de-
scribed in clause (i) of that subparagraph or a
provider described in clause (ii) of that subpara-
graph, the Secretary may use the procedures
available for entering into provider agreements
under section 1866(a) of the Social Security Act.

(2) In applying the provisions of section 6704(a)
of title 41 with respect to any contract entered
into under this section to provide nursing home
care of veterans, the payment of wages not less
than those specified in section 6(b) of the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206(b))
shall be deemed to constitute compliance with
such provisions.

(d)(1) Subject to subsection (b) of this section,
the Secretary may authorize for any veteran re-
quiring nursing home care for a service-con-
nected disability direct admission for such care
at the expense of the United States to any non-
Department nursing home. The Secretary may
also authorize a direct admission to such a nurs-
ing home for nursing home care for any veteran
who has been discharged from a hospital under
the direct jurisdiction of the Secretary and who
is currently receiving medical services as part of
home health services from the Department.
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(2) Direct admission authorized by paragraph
(1) of this subsection may be authorized upon de-
termination of need therefor—

(A) by a physician employed by the Depart-
ment; or

(B) in areas where no such physician is
available, by a physician carrying out such
function under contract or fee arrangement,

based on an examination by such physician.

(3) The amount which may be paid for such
care and the length of care available under this
subsection shall be the same as authorized under
subsection (a) of this section.

(e)(1) The cost of intermediate care for pur-
poses of payment by the United States pursuant
to subsection (a)(2)(B) of this section shall be de-
termined by the Secretary except that the rate
of reimbursement shall be commensurately less
than that provided for nursing home care.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the term
“‘non-Department nursing home’’ means a public
or private institution not under the direct juris-
diction of the Secretary which furnishes nursing
home care.

(f)(1)(A) The Secretary may furnish adult day
health care services to a veteran enrolled under
section 1705(a) of this title who would otherwise
require nursing home care.

(B) The Secretary may provide in-kind assist-
ance (through the services of Department em-
ployees and the sharing of other Department re-
sources) to a facility furnishing care to veterans
under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph. Any
such in-kind assistance shall be provided under
a contract or agreement between the Secretary
and the facility concerned. The Secretary may
provide such assistance only for use solely in
the furnishing of adult day health care and only
if, under such contract or agreement, the De-
partment receives reimbursement for the full
cost of such assistance, including the cost of
services and supplies and normal depreciation
and amortization of equipment. Such reimburse-
ment may be made by reduction in the charges
to the United States or by payment to the
United States. Any funds received through such
reimbursement shall be credited to funds allot-
ted to the Department facility that provided the
assistance.

(2) The Secretary may conduct, at facilities
over which the Secretary has direct jurisdiction,
programs for the furnishing of adult day health
care to veterans who are eligible for such care
under paragraph (1) of this subsection, except
that necessary travel and incidental expenses
(or transportation in lieu thereof) may be fur-
nished under such a program only under the
terms and conditions set forth in section 111 of
this title. The furnishing of care under any such
program shall be subject to the limitations that
are applicable to the duration of adult day
health care furnished under paragraph (1) of this
subsection.

(g) The Secretary may contract with appro-
priate entities to provide specialized residential
care and rehabilitation services to a veteran of
Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi
Freedom who the Secretary determines suffers
from a traumatic brain injury, has an accumula-
tion of deficits in activities of daily living and
instrumental activities of daily living, and be-
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cause of these deficits, would otherwise require
admission to a nursing home even though such
care would generally exceed the veteran’s nurs-
ing needs.

(h)(1) During the five-year period beginning on
the date of the enactment of the Joseph Maxwell
Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memorial Vet-
erans Benefits and Health Care Improvement
Act of 2022, and subject to paragraph (3)—

(A) at the request of a veteran for whom the
Secretary is required to provide nursing home
care under section 1710A of this title, the Sec-
retary may place the veteran in a medical fos-
ter home that meets Department standards, at
the expense of the United States, pursuant to
a contract, agreement, or other arrangement
entered into between the Secretary and the
medical foster home for such purpose; and

(B) the Secretary may pay for care of a vet-
eran placed in a medical foster home before
such date of enactment, if the home meets De-
partment standards, pursuant to a contract,
agreement, or other arrangement entered into
between the Secretary and the medical foster
home for such purpose.

(2) A veteran on whose behalf the Secretary
pays for care in a medical foster home under
paragraph (1) shall agree, as a condition of such
payment, to accept home health services fur-
nished by the Secretary under section 1717 of
this title.

(3) In any year, not more than a daily average
of 900 veterans receiving care in a medical foster
home, whether placed before, on, or after the
date of the enactment of the Joseph Maxwell
Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memorial Vet-
erans Benefits and Health Care Improvement
Act of 2022, may have their care covered at the
expense of the United States under paragraph
(D).

(4) The prohibition under section 1730(b)(3) of
this title shall not apply to a veteran whose care
is covered at the expense of the United States
under paragraph (1).

(5) In this subsection, the term ‘“‘medical fos-
ter home” means a home designed to provide
non-institutional, long-term, supportive care for
veterans who are unable to live independently
and prefer a family setting.

(Added Pub. L. 88-450, §2(a), Aug. 19, 1964, 78
Stat. 500, §620; amended Pub. L. 90-429, July 26,
1968, 82 Stat. 446; Pub. L. 90-612, §§1, 3, Oct. 21,
1968, 82 Stat. 1202; Pub. L. 91-101, Oct. 30, 1969, 83
Stat. 167; Pub. L. 93-82, title I, §104, Aug. 2, 1973,
87 Stat. 182; Pub. L. 94-581, title I, §106, title II,
§§202(h), 210(a)(7), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2847, 2856,
2863; Pub. L. 97-295, §4(19), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat.
1306; Pub. L. 98-160, title I, §103(a)(1), (2), Nov. 21,
1983, 97 Stat. 995; Pub. L. 99-166, title I,
§108(a)-(c), Dec. 3, 1985, 99 Stat. 946, 947; Pub. L.
99-272, title XIX, §19011(d)(5), Apr. 7, 1986, 100
Stat. 379; Pub. L. 100-322, title I, §§103(b), 111(a),
May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 493, 499; renumbered §1720
and amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(a)(2)(A)(i),
(3)-(5), (b)), (2)(E), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 403-406; Pub. L. 102-405, title III, §302(c)(1),
Oct. 9, 1992, 106 Stat. 1984; Pub. L. 104-262, title
I, §101(d)(8), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3180; Pub. L.
105-114, title IV, §402(c), Nov. 21, 1997, 111 Stat.
2294; Pub. L. 106-117, title I, §101(d), Nov. 30, 1999,
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113 Stat. 15649; Pub. L. 108-170, title I, §105, Dec.
6, 2003, 117 Stat. 2045; Pub. L. 111-163, title V,
§507, May 5, 2010, 124 Stat. 1161; Pub. L. 111-350,
§5(j)1), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3850; Pub. L.
112-154, title I, §105(b), Aug. 6, 2012, 126 Stat.
1170; Pub. L. 117-328, div. U, title I, §165(a)(1),
Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5431.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec.
(e)(1)(A)({i), is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620.
Title XIX of the Act is classified generally to sub-
chapter XIX (§1396 et seq.) of chapter 7 of Title 42, The
Public Health and Welfare. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 42 and
Tables.

The date of the enactment of the Joseph Maxwell
Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memorial Veterans
Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2022, re-
ferred to in subsec. (h)(1), (3), is the date of enactment
of Pub. L. 117-328, which was approved Dec. 29, 2022.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior section 1720 was renumbered section 3520 of this
title.

AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 117-328 added subsec. (h).

2012—Subsec. (c)(1)(A)(dii). Pub. L. 112-154 added cl.
(iii).

2011—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 111-350 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 6704(a) of title 41" for ‘‘section 2(b)(1) of the Serv-
ice Contract Act of 1965 (41 U.S.C. 351(b)(1))”.

2010—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111-163 added subsec. ().

2003—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 108-170, §105(a), designated
existing provisions as par. (2) and added par. (1).

Subsec. (f)(1)(B). Pub. L. 108-170, §105(b), inserted ‘‘or
agreement’’ after ‘‘contract’ in two places.

1999—Subsec. (£)(1)(A). Pub. L. 106-117 amended sub-
par. (A) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (A)
read as follows: ‘“The Secretary is authorized to furnish
adult day health care as provided for in this subsection.
For the purpose only of authorizing the furnishing of
such care and specifying the terms and conditions
under which it may be furnished to veterans needing
such care—

‘(i) references to ‘nursing home care’ in subsections

(a) through (d) of this section shall be deemed to be

references to ‘adult day health care’; and

‘(ii) a veteran who is eligible for medical services
under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of section 1710(a) of
this title shall be deemed to be a veteran described in
subsection (a)(1) of this section.”

1997—Subsec. (a)(1)(A)(1). Pub. L. 105-114 substituted
““care’ for ‘‘hospital care, nursing home care, or domi-
ciliary care’’.

1996—Subsec. (O D(A){ED). Pub. L. 104-262,
§101(d)(8)(A), substituted ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of
section 1710(a)”’ for ‘‘section 1712(a)(1)(B)”.

Subsec. (£)(3). Pub. L. 104-262, §101(d)(8)(B), struck out
par. (3) which read as follows: ‘“‘Adult day health care
may not be furnished under this section after Sep-
tember 30, 1991.”

1992—Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 102-405 substituted
“Under Secretary for Health” for ‘‘Chief Medical Direc-
tor”.

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 620 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
“Secretary” for ‘“‘Administrator’’ wherever appearing
in par. (1) introductory provisions and subpar. (A) and
pars. (2) to (4).

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(b), substituted ‘‘non-Depart-
ment” for ‘‘non-Veterans’ Administration” wherever
appearing in pars. (1) and (3)(A)(@).

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department’’
for ‘“Veterans’ Administration’ in par. (2)(A).
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Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’” wherever appearing.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘‘Administrator’” wherever ap-
pearing.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(b), substituted ‘‘non-Depart-

ment’’ for ‘“non-Veterans’ Administration”.
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department’’
for ““Veterans’ Administration”.

Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), sub-
stituted ‘‘Department” for ‘‘Veterans’ Administra-
tion”.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘““Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’ in pars. (1) and (2).

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(b), substituted ‘‘non-Depart-
ment”’ for ‘‘non-Veterans’ Administration’” in par. (2).

Subsec. (f)(1)(A). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘‘Administrator’ in introduc-
tory provisions.

Subsec. (H)(1(A)({i). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1),
stituted *1712(a)(1)(B)”’ for *‘612(a)(1)(B)”".

Subsec. (H)(1)(B). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’” for ‘‘Administrator’” before
“may’’ in two places.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department’’
for “Veterans’ Administration’ wherever appearing.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(2)(A)(ii), substituted ‘‘Secretary”’
for ““Veterans’ Administration” in second sentence.

sub-

Subsec. (£)(2). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’” for ‘‘Administrator” in two
places.

1988—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 100-322, §103(b), struck
out ‘“‘For the purposes of this section, the term ‘nursing
home care’ includes intermediate care, as determined
by the Administrator in accordance with regulations
which the Administrator shall prescribe.” at beginning
and struck out ‘‘(as defined in section 101(28) of this
title)”’ after ‘‘provided for nursing home care’’.

Subsec. (£)(3). Pub. L. 100-322, §111(a), substituted
‘““‘September 30, 1991”° for ‘‘September 30, 1988"°.

1986—Subsec. (£)(1)(A)@di). Pub. L. 99-272 substituted
“612(a)(1)(B)”’ for ““612(f)(2)”".

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99-166, §108(a), amended sub-
sec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read
as follows: ‘“‘Subject to subsection (b) and except as pro-
vided in subsection (e) of this section, the Adminis-
trator may transfer—

‘(1) Any veteran who has been furnished care by
the Administrator in a hospital under the direct ju-
risdiction of the Administrator, and

‘“(2) Any person (A) who has been furnished care in
any hospital of any of the Armed Forces, (B) who the
appropriate Secretary concerned has determined has
received maximum hospital benefits but requires a
protracted period of nursing home care, and (C) who
upon discharge therefrom will become a veteran

to any public or private institution not under the juris-
diction of the Administrator which furnishes nursing
home care, for care at the expense of the United States,
only if the Administrator determines that—

‘(1) such veteran has received maximum benefits
from such care in such hospital, but will require a
protracted period of nursing home care which can be
furnished in such institution, and

‘“(ii) the cost of such nursing home care in such in-
stitution will not exceed 45 percent of the cost of care
furnished by the Veterans’ Administration in a gen-
eral hospital under the direct and exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the Administrator, as such cost may be deter-
mined annually by the Administrator, or not to ex-
ceed 50 percent of such cost where determined nec-
essary by the Administrator, upon recommendation
of the Chief Medical Director, to provide adequate
care.

Nursing home care may not be furnished pursuant to
this section at the expense of the United States for
more than six months in the aggregate in connection
with any one transfer, except (I) in the case of the vet-
eran whose hospitalization was primarily for a service-
connected disability, or (II) where in the judgment of
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the Administrator a longer period is warranted in the
case of any other veteran. Any veteran who is furnished
care by the Administrator in a hospital in Alaska or
Hawaii may be furnished nursing home care under the
provisions of this section even if such hospital is not
under the direct jurisdiction of the Administrator.”

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99-166, §108(b), designated exist-
ing first sentence as par. (1), substituted ‘“‘to any non-
Veterans’ Administration nursing home” for ‘“‘to any
public or private institution not under the jurisdiction
of the Administrator which furnishes nursing home
care”’, inserted ‘‘The Administrator may also authorize
a direct admission to such a nursing home for nursing
home care for any veteran who has been discharged
from a hospital under the direct jurisdiction of the Ad-
ministrator and who is currently receiving medical
services as part of home health services from the Vet-
erans’ Administration.”, substituted par. (2) for ‘“Such
admission may be authorized upon determination of
need therefor by a physician employed by the Veterans’
Administration or, in areas where no such physician is
available, carrying out such function under contract or
fee arrangement based on an examination by such phy-
sician.”, and designated existing last sentence as par.
3).
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99-166, §108(c), designated existing
provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘subsection (a)(2)(B)”’
for ‘‘subsection (a)(ii)’’ in second sentence, and added
par. (2).

1983—Pub. L. 98-160, §103(a)(2), inserted ‘‘; adult day
health care’ in section catchline.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 98-160, §103(a)(1), added subsec. (f).

1982—Subsec. (a)(ii) Pub. L. 97-295, §4(19)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘percent’ for ‘‘per centum’ wherever appear-
ing.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 97-295, §4(19)(B), inserted (41
U.S.C. 351(b)(1))” after ‘‘the Service Contract Act of
1965 and substituted (29 U.S.C. 206(b))” for ‘, as
amended,”.

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-581, §§106(1)—(3), 202(h), in-
serted ‘‘and except as provided in subsection (e)”’ after
‘“‘subsection (b)”’ in provisions preceding par. (1), sub-
stituted ‘‘direct jurisdiction’ for ‘‘direct and exclusive
jurisdiction” in par. (1), substituted ‘45 per centum’
for ‘40 per centum’ and ‘‘annually’’ for ‘‘from time to
time”’ in cl. (ii) and inserted ‘‘, or not to exceed 50 per
centum of such cost where determined necessary by the
Administrator, upon recommendation of the Chief Med-
ical Director, to provide adequate care’” at the end
thereof, and substituted ‘‘direct jurisdiction’ for ‘‘di-
rect and exclusive jurisdiction” in provisions following
cl. (id).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-581, §210(a)(7), substituted
‘“‘such standards as the Administrator may prescribe’’
for ‘‘such standards as he may prescribe’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 94-581, §106(4), added subsec. (e).

1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93-82, §104(a), (b), des-
ignated cls. (1) and (2) as (i) and (ii), respectively, and
in provisions preceding cl. (i) as so designated, sub-
stituted authority of the Administrator to transfer vet-
erans and other persons under pars. (1) and (2), for au-
thority of the Administrator to transfer veterans who
have been furnished care by the Administrator in a hos-
pital under the direct and exclusive jurisdiction of the
Administrator, to any public or private institution not
under the jurisdiction of the Administrator which fur-
nishes nursing home care for care at the expense of the
United States, and in the provisions following cl. (ii) as
so designated, substituted designations (I) and (II) for
designations (A) and (B).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93-82, §104(c), inserted provisions
relating to the admissions of veterans to institutions
for nursing home care and for the furnishing of stand-
ards and reports to Federal, State and local agencies
charged with the responsibility of licensing or other-
wise regulating or inspecting such institutions.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93-82, §104(d), added subsec. (d).

1969—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-101 inserted provision au-
thorizing the furnishing of nursing home care for more
than six months in the aggregate in connection with
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any one transfer in the case of a veteran whose hos-
pitalization was primarily for a service-connected dis-
ability.

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-612, §1, authorized fur-
nishing of nursing home care to veterans who are being
furnished care by the Administrator in hospitals in
Alaska or Hawaii even if the hospitals involved are not
under the direct and exclusive jurisdiction of the Ad-
ministrator.

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 90-429 substituted ‘‘40 per cen-
tum” for ‘‘one-third”.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 90-612, §3, added subsec. (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 117-328, div. U, title I, §165(a)(2), Dec. 29, 2022,
136 Stat. 5432, provided that: ‘‘Subsection (h) of section
1720 of title 38, United States Code, as added by para-
graph (1), shall take effect 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act [Dec. 29, 2022].”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 112-154, title I, §105(c), Aug. 6, 2012, 126 Stat.
1170, provided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by this sec-
tion [amending this section and section 1745 of this
title] shall apply to care provided on or after the date
that is 180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act [Aug. 6, 2012].

“(2) MAINTENANCE OF PRIOR METHODOLOGY OF REIM-
BURSEMENT FOR CERTAIN STATE HOMES.—In the case of a
State home that provided nursing home care on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act for which
the State home was eligible for pay under section
1745(a)(1) of title 38, United States Code, at the request
of any State home, the Secretary shall offer to enter
into a contract (or agreement described in such sec-
tion) with such State home under such section, as
amended by subsection (a), for payment for nursing
home care provided by such State home under such sec-
tion that reflects the overall methodology of reim-
bursement for such care that was in effect for such
State home on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 99-272 applicable to hospital
care, nursing home care, and medical services furnished
on or after July 1, 1986, see section 19011(f) of Pub. L.
99-272, set out as a note under section 1710 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-581 effective Oct. 21, 1976,
see section 211 of Pub. L. 94-581, set out as a note under
section 111 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1973 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-82 effective Sept. 1, 1973,
see section 501 of Pub. L. 93-82, set out as a note under
section 1701 of this title.

ONGOING MONITORING OF MEDICAL FOSTER HOME
PROGRAM

Pub. L. 117-328, div. U, title I, §165(b), Dec. 29, 2022, 136
Stat. 5432, provided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall create a system to monitor and assess the work-
load for the Department of Veterans Affairs in carrying
out the authority under section 1720(h) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), in-
cluding by tracking—

““(A) requests by veterans to be placed in a medical
foster home under such section;

‘“(B) denials of such requests, including the reasons
for such denials;

‘“(C) the total number of medical foster homes ap-
plying to participate under such section,
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disaggregated by those approved and those denied ap-

proval by the Department to participate;

‘(D) veterans receiving care at a medical foster
home at the expense of the United States; and

‘“(E) veterans receiving care at a medical foster
home at their own expense.

‘“(2) REPORT.—Based on the monitoring and assess-
ments conducted under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall identify and submit to Congress a report on such
modifications to implementing section 1720(h) of title
38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), as
the Secretary considers necessary to ensure the author-
ity under such section is functioning as intended and
care is provided to veterans under such section as in-
tended.

‘(3) MEDICAL FOSTER HOME DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘medical foster home’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 1720(h) of title 38, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1).”

COMPARISON STUDY BETWEEN ADULT DAY HEALTH
CARE AND NURSING HOME CARE

Pub. L. 100-322, title I, §111(b), (c), May 20, 1988, 102
Stat. 499, directed Administrator to conduct a study of
medical efficacy and cost-effectiveness of furnishing
adult day health care under subsec. (f) of this section
as an alternative to nursing home care and the com-
parative advantages and disadvantages of providing
such care through facilities that are not under direct
jurisdiction of Administrator and through facilities
that are under direct jurisdiction of Administrator,
with Administrator to submit to Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of Senate and House of Representatives
an interim report on the study not later than Feb. 1,
1988, a final report on such study not later than Feb. 1,
1991.

Pub. L. 98-160, title I, §103(b), (c), Nov. 21, 1983, 97
Stat. 996, which provided for a study and report, not
later than Feb. 1, 1988, of the medical efficacy and cost-
effectiveness of furnishing adult day health care as an
alternative for nursing home care and of the compara-
tive advantages and disadvantages of providing such
care in Veterans’ Administration or in other facilities,
was repealed by Pub. L. 100-322, title I, §111(d), May 20,
1988, 102 Stat. 499.

§1720A. Treatment and rehabilitative services
for persons with drug or alcohol dependency

(a) The Secretary, in consultation with the
Secretary of Liabor and the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management, may take appro-
priate steps to (1) urge all Federal agencies and
appropriate private and public firms, organiza-
tions, agencies, and persons to provide appro-
priate employment and training opportunities
for veterans who have been provided treatment
and rehabilitative services under this title for
alcohol or drug dependence or abuse disabilities
and have been determined by competent medical
authority to be sufficiently rehabilitated to be
employable, and (2) provide all possible assist-
ance to the Secretary of Labor in placing such
veterans in such opportunities.

(b) Upon receipt of an application for treat-
ment and rehabilitative services under this title
for an alcohol or drug dependence or abuse dis-
ability from any individual who has been dis-
charged or released from active military, naval,
air, or space service but who is not eligible for
such treatment and services, the Secretary
shall—

(1) provide referral services to assist such in-
dividual, to the maximum extent practicable,
in obtaining treatment and rehabilitative
services from sources outside the Department;
and
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(2) if pertinent, advise such individual of
such individual’s rights to apply to the appro-
priate military, naval, air, or space service
and the Department for review of such individ-
ual’s discharge or release from such service.

(c)(1) Any person serving in the active mili-
tary, naval, air, or space service who is deter-
mined by the Secretary concerned to have an al-
cohol or drug dependence or abuse disability
may be transferred to any facility in order for
the Secretary to furnish care or treatment and
rehabilitative services for such disability. Care
and services provided to a member so trans-
ferred shall be provided as if such member were
a veteran. Any transfer of any such member for
such care and services shall be made pursuant to
such terms as may be agreed upon by the Sec-
retary concerned and the Secretary, subject to
the provisions of sections 1535 and 1536 of title
31.

(2) No person serving in the active military,
naval, air, or space service may be transferred
pursuant to an agreement made under paragraph
(1) of this subsection unless such person requests
such transfer in writing for a specified period of
time. No such person transferred pursuant to
such a request may be furnished such care and
services by the Secretary beyond the period of
time specified in such request unless such per-
son requests in writing an extension for a fur-
ther specified period of time and such request is
approved by the Secretary.

(d)(1) The Secretary shall ensure that each
medical center of the Department develops and
carries out a plan to provide treatment for sub-
stance use disorders, either through referral or
direct provision of services, to veterans who re-
quire such treatment.

(2) Each plan under paragraph (1) shall make
available clinically proven substance abuse
treatment methods, including opioid substi-
tution therapy, to veterans with respect to
whom a qualified medical professional has deter-
mined such treatment methods to be appro-
priate.

(Added Pub. L. 96-22, title I, §104(a), June 13,
1979, 93 Stat. 50, §620A; amended Pub. L. 96-128,
title V, §501(c), Nov. 28, 1979, 93 Stat. 987; Pub. L.
97-251, §6, Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat. 716; Pub. L.
97-258, §3(k)(1), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1065; Pub.
L. 99-108, §3, Sept. 30, 1985, 99 Stat. 481; Pub. L.
99-166, title I, §101(a), (b)(1), Dec. 3, 1985, 99 Stat.
942, 943; Pub. L. 100-687, div. B, title XV, §1509,
Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4137; Pub. L. 100-689, title
V, §502(a)(1), (b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4179;
Pub. L. 102-54, §14(b)(13), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat.
284; renumbered §1720A and amended Pub. L.
102-83, §§4(a)(3), (4, (b)), (2)(E), 5(a), Aug. 6,
1991, 105 Stat. 404-406; Pub. L. 102-86, title III,
§303, Aug. 14, 1991, 105 Stat. 416; Pub. L. 103-452,
title I, §103(b), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4786; Pub.
L. 104-110, title I, §101(b), Feb. 13, 1996, 110 Stat.
768; Pub. L. 105-114, title II, §202(b), Nov. 21, 1997,
111 Stat. 2287; Pub. L. 106-117, title I, §114, Nov.
30, 1999, 113 Stat. 1558; Pub. L. 106-419, title IV,
§404(a)(4), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1864; Pub. L.
107-95, §8(c), Dec. 21, 2001, 115 Stat. 920; Pub. L.
116-283, div. A, title IX, §926(a)(25), Jan. 1, 2021,
134 Stat. 3830.)
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