
Page 813 TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS § 3681

generally to subpart 2 (§ 1099b) of part H of subchapter 
IV of chapter 28 of Title 20, Education. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 1 of 
Pub. L. 89–329, set out as a Short Title note under sec-
tion 1001 of Title 20 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2023—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 117–333 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Except as provided 
in paragraph (2), the Secretary’’ for ‘‘The Secretary’’, 
redesignated former pars. (1) and (2) as subpars. (A) and 
(B) of par. (1), and added par. (2). 

2022—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 117–174 amended subsec. (d) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) related to 
disapproval of enrollment in a course for any period 
during which the Secretary finds that more than 85 per-
cent of the students enrolled in the course are having 
all or part of their tuition, fees, or other charges paid 
to or for them by the educational institution or by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs under this title or 
under chapter 106 of title 10, subject to waivers and ex-
ceptions. 

2017—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–48, § 302(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘in any of the following:’’ for ‘‘in—’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(1), (2). Pub. L. 115–48, § 302(1)(B), (C), sub-
stituted ‘‘Any’’ for ‘‘any’’ and substituted period for 
semicolon at end. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 115–48, § 302(1)(D), substituted 
‘‘Any’’ for ‘‘any’’ and substituted period at end for 
‘‘; or’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 115–48, § 302(1)(E), added par. (4) 
and struck out former par. (4), which read as follows: 
‘‘any independent study program except an accredited 
independent study program (including open circuit tel-
evision) leading (A) to a standard college degree, or (B) 
to a certificate that reflects educational attainment of-
fered by an institution of higher learning.’’

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 115–48, § 302(2), added subsec. (h). 
2002—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 

Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’. 
2001—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 107–103 inserted ‘‘(A)’’ 

after ‘‘leading’’ and ‘‘, or (B) to a certificate that re-
flects educational attainment offered by an institution 
of higher learning’’ before period at end. 

1998—Subsec. (d)(2)(C). Pub. L. 105–368 struck out 
‘‘section’’ before ‘‘subsection (g)’’. 

1997—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 105–114, § 401(d), inserted 
‘‘(including open circuit television)’’ before ‘‘leading to 
a standard’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 105–114, § 401(e), substituted ‘‘sub-
sections (e) and (f)(1)’’ for ‘‘subsections (e) and (f)’’. 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–275, § 104(c), substituted 
‘‘radio.’’ for ‘‘radio or by open circuit television, except 
that the Secretary may approve the enrollment of an 
eligible veteran in a course, to be pursued in residence, 
leading to a standard college degree which includes, as 
an integral part thereof, subjects offered through open 
circuit television.’’

Subsec. (d)(2)(C). Pub. L. 104–275, § 103(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘subsection (g)’’ for ‘‘3689(b)(6) of this title’’. 

Subsecs. (e) to (g). Pub. L. 104–275, § 103(b), added sub-
secs. (e) to (g).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–174, § 2(b), Aug. 26, 2022, 136 Stat. 2106, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (a) 
[amending this section] shall apply with respect to a 
quarter, semester, or term, as applicable, commencing 
on or after the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 
26, 2022].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–103, title I, § 111(b), Dec. 27, 2001, 115 Stat. 
987, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply to en-
rollments in independent study courses beginning on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 27, 
2001].’’

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section not applicable to any person receiving edu-
cational assistance for pursuit of an independent study 
program in which the person was enrolled on Oct. 29, 
1992, for as long as such person is continuously there-
after so enrolled and meets requirements of eligibility 
for such assistance, see section 313(b) of Pub. L. 102–568, 
set out as a note under section 16136 of Title 10, Armed 
Forces. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN COURSES 

Pub. L. 117–333, § 9(b), Jan. 5, 2023, 136 Stat. 6131, pro-
vided that: ‘‘In the case of any covered study-abroad 
course, under the meaning given such term in subpara-
graph (B) of paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of section 
3680A of title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), that is being offered under a contract or 
other written agreement as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Jan. 5, 2023], the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may approve such course under such para-
graph (2) for the five-year period beginning on the date 
of the enactment of this Act, if such contract or other 
written agreement meets the criteria provided in sub-
paragraph (A) of such paragraph.’’

§ 3681. Limitations on educational assistance 

(a) No educational assistance allowance grant-
ed under chapter 30, 34, 35, or 36 of this title or 
106 or 107 of title 10, or subsistence allowance 
granted under chapter 31 of this title shall be 
paid to any eligible person (1) who is on active 
duty and is pursuing a course of education which 
is being paid for by the Armed Forces (or by the 
Department of Health and Human Services in 
the case of the Public Health Service; or (2) who 
is attending a course of education or training 
paid for under chapter 41 of title 5. 

(b) No person may receive benefits concur-
rently under two or more of the provisions of 
law listed below: 

(1) Chapters 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, and 36 of this 
title. 

(2) Chapters 106 and 107 and section 510 of 
title 10. 

(3) Section 903 of the Department of Defense 
Authorization Act, 1981 (Public Law 96–342, 10 
U.S.C. 2141 note). 

(4) The Hostage Relief Act of 1980 (Public 
Law 96–449, 5 U.S.C. 5561 note). 

(5) The Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (Public Law 99–399). 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 3(b), Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 
21, § 1781; amended Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 213(1), 
Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 83; Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, 
§ 403(8), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090; Pub. L. 94–502, 
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title V, § 513(a)(13), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 2403; 
Pub. L. 96–466, title I, § 102, title VIII, § 801(e), 
Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2187, 2216; Pub. L. 97–295, 
§ 4(53), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1309; Pub. L. 98–223, 
title II, § 203(c)(1), Mar. 2, 1984, 98 Stat. 41; Pub. 
L. 98–525, title VII, § 703(c), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2564; Pub. L. 99–576, title III, §§ 317, 321(9), Oct. 28, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3275, 3278; Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, 
§ 423(a)(8)(A), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2092; renum-
bered § 3681, Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 406; Pub. L. 102–568, title III, § 315, Oct. 29, 
1992, 106 Stat. 4333; Pub. L. 111–377, title II, 
§ 202(b), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 4124.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Chapter 106 of title 10, referred to in subsecs. (a) and 
(b)(2), which consisted of sections 2131 to 2138, was 
amended by Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1663(b)(2), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3006, to renumber sec-
tions 2131 to 2137 as 16131 to 16137, respectively, and 
transfer them to chapter 1606 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

Section 903 of the Department of Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, 1981, referred to in subsec. (b)(3), is section 903 
of Pub. L. 96–342, title IX, Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1115, 
which is set out as a note under section 2141 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

The Hostage Relief Act of 1980, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(4), is Pub. L. 96–449, Oct. 14, 1980, 94 Stat. 1967, which 
was formerly set out as a note under section 5561 of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

The Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism 
Act of 1986, referred to in subsec. (b)(5), is Pub. L. 
99–399, Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 853. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 4801 of Title 22, Foreign Relations 
and Intercourse, and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1182, 1201, which was classified to former sections 
1632(h)(1) and 1762(b) of this title, prior to repeal by sec-
tions 4(a) and 3(a)(2) of Pub. L. 89–358, respectively. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–377 inserted ‘‘and sec-
tion 510’’ after ‘‘and 107’’. 

1992—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 102–568 struck out before 
period at end ‘‘and whose full salary is being paid to 
such person while so training’’. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1781 of this 
title as this section. 

1989—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 101–237 added par. (5). 
1986—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–576 struck out ‘‘for the 

pursuit of the same program of education’’ after ‘‘pro-
visions of law listed below’’ in introductory text and 
substituted ‘‘Chapters 106 and 107’’ for ‘‘Chapter 107’’ in 
par. (2). 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–525, § 703(c)(1)(A)–(C), in-
serted initial reference to chapter 30 of this title, in-
serted references to chapters 106 and 107 of title 10, and 
struck out comma after ‘‘chapter 31’’. 

Pub. L. 98–223, § 203(c)(1)(A), designated existing provi-
sions as subsec. (a). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–525, § 703(c)(2), inserted ref-
erence to chapter 30 of this title in par. (1). 

Pub. L. 98–223, § 203(c)(1)(B), added subsec. (b). 
1982—Pub. L. 97–295 substituted ‘‘chapter 41 of title 5’’ 

for ‘‘the Government Employees’ Training Act’’. 
1980—Pub. L. 96–466 inserted ‘‘, or subsistence allow-

ance granted under chapter 31,’’ after ‘‘chapter 34, 35, or 
36’’ and substituted ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services’’ for ‘‘Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–502 substituted ‘‘such person’’ for 
‘‘him’’. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–540 substituted ‘‘granted under chap-
ter 34, 35, or 36’’ for ‘‘or special training allowance 
granted under chapter 34 or 35’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–219 substituted ‘‘Limitations on edu-
cational assistance’’ for ‘‘Nonduplication of benefits’’ 
as section catchline and limited duplication of benefits 
bar to cases of persons on active duty with Armed 
Forces or Public Health Service whose education or 
training costs are being paid by Federal Government 
and persons receiving education or training under Gov-
ernment Employees’ Training Act being paid their full 
salary during that period.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–377 effective Aug. 1, 2011, 
see section 202(c) of Pub. L. 111–377, set out as a note 
under section 3322 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–466, title VIII, § 802(a)(6), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2218, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
sections 102 and 103 [amending this section and section 
1795 [now 3695] of this title] shall become effective on 
October 1, 1980.’’

Amendment by section 801(e) of Pub. L. 96–466 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1980, see section 802(h) of Pub. L. 96–466, set 
out as a note under section 3452 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–502 effective Oct. 15, 1976, 
see section 703(b) of Pub. L. 94–502, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 3693 of this title. 

DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS 

Pub. L. 90–574, title V, § 504, Oct. 15, 1968, 82 Stat. 1012, 
relating to duplication of benefits, was repealed by 
Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 215(a), Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 85. 

§ 3682. Control by agencies of the United States 

Except as provided in section 3674A of this 
title, no department, agency, or officer of the 
United States, in carrying out this chapter, 
shall exercise any supervision or control, what-
soever, over any State approving agency, or 
State educational agency, or any educational in-
stitution. Nothing in this section shall be 
deemed to prevent any department, agency, or 
officer of the United States from exercising any 
supervision or control which such department, 
agency, or officer is authorized by law to exer-
cise over any Federal educational institution or 
to prevent the furnishing of education under 
this chapter or chapter 34 or 35 of this title in 
any institution over which supervision or con-
trol is exercised by such other department, 
agency, or officer under authority of law. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 3(b), Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 
21, § 1782; amended Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, 
§ 403(9), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090; Pub. L. 
100–323, § 13(b)(6), May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 574; re-
numbered § 3682 and amended Pub. L. 102–83, 
§ 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1190, 1201, which was classified to former sections 1663 
and 1763 of this title, prior to repeal by sections 4(a) 
and 3(a)(3) of Pub. L. 89–358, respectively. 
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