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1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon.

and encouraged energy exploration and production, in-
cluding on the Outer Continental Shelf, was revoked by 
Ex. Ord. No. 13990, § 7(a), Jan. 20, 2021, 86 F.R. 7041, set 
out in a note under section 4321 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. 

§ 1332. Congressional declaration of policy 

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the 
United States that—

(1) the subsoil and seabed of the outer Conti-
nental Shelf appertain to the United States 
and are subject to its jurisdiction, control, and 
power of disposition as provided in this sub-
chapter; 

(2) this subchapter shall be construed in such 
a manner that the character of the waters 
above the outer Continental Shelf as high seas 
and the right to navigation and fishing therein 
shall not be affected; 

(3) the outer Continental Shelf is a vital na-
tional resource reserve held by the Federal 
Government for the public, which should be 
made available for expeditious and orderly de-
velopment, subject to environmental safe-
guards, in a manner which is consistent with 
the maintenance of competition and other na-
tional needs; 

(4) since exploration, development, and pro-
duction of the minerals of the outer Conti-
nental Shelf will have significant impacts on 
coastal and non-coastal areas of the coastal 
States, and on other affected States, and, in 
recognition of the national interest in the ef-
fective management of the marine, coastal, 
and human environments—

(A) such States and their affected local 
governments may require assistance in pro-
tecting their coastal zones and other af-
fected areas from any temporary or perma-
nent adverse effects of such impacts; 

(B) the distribution of a portion of the re-
ceipts from the leasing of mineral resources 
of the outer Continental Shelf adjacent to 
State lands, as provided under section 1337(g) 
of this title, will provide affected coastal 
States and localities with funds which may 
be used for the mitigation of adverse eco-
nomic and environmental effects related to 
the development of such resources; and 

(C) such States, and through such States, 
affected local governments, are entitled to 
an opportunity to participate, to the extent 
consistent with the national interest, in the 
policy and planning decisions made by the 
Federal Government relating to exploration 
for, and development and production of, 
minerals of the outer Continental Shelf.1 

(5) the rights and responsibilities of all 
States and, where appropriate, local govern-
ments, to preserve and protect their marine, 
human, and coastal environments through 
such means as regulation of land, air, and 
water uses, of safety, and of related develop-
ment and activity should be considered and 
recognized; and 

(6) operations in the outer Continental Shelf 
should be conducted in a safe manner by well-
trained personnel using technology, pre-
cautions, and techniques sufficient to prevent 

or minimize the likelihood of blowouts, loss of 
well control, fires, spillages, physical obstruc-
tion to other users of the waters or subsoil and 
seabed, or other occurrences which may cause 
damage to the environment or to property, or 
endanger life or health. 

(Aug. 7, 1953, ch. 345, § 3, 67 Stat. 462; Pub. L. 
95–372, title II, § 202, Sept. 18, 1978, 92 Stat. 634; 
Pub. L. 99–272, title VIII, § 8002, Apr. 7, 1986, 100 
Stat. 148.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Par. (4)(B), (C). Pub. L. 99–272 added subpar. (B) 
and redesignated former subpar. (B) as (C). 

1978—Pub. L. 95–372 redesignated subsecs. (a) and (b) 
as pars. (1) and (2) and added pars. (3) to (6). 

§ 1333. Laws and regulations governing lands 

(a) Constitution and United States laws; laws of 
adjacent States; publication of projected 
State lines; international boundary disputes; 
restriction on State taxation and jurisdiction 

(1) JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES ON THE 
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Constitution and laws 
and civil and political jurisdiction of the 
United States are extended, to the same ex-
tent as if the outer Continental Shelf were an 
area of exclusive Federal jurisdiction located 
within a State, to—

(i) the subsoil and seabed of the outer Con-
tinental Shelf; 

(ii) all artificial islands on the outer Con-
tinental Shelf; 

(iii) installations and other devices perma-
nently or temporarily attached to the sea-
bed, which may be erected thereon for the 
purpose of exploring for, developing, or pro-
ducing resources, including non-mineral en-
ergy resources; or 

(iv) any such installation or other device 
(other than a ship or vessel) for the purpose 
of transporting or transmitting such re-
sources.

(B) LEASES ISSUED EXCLUSIVELY UNDER THIS 
ACT.—Mineral or energy leases on the outer 
Continental Shelf shall be maintained or 
issued only under the provisions of this sub-
chapter.

(2)(A) To the extent that they are applicable 
and not inconsistent with this subchapter or 
with other Federal laws and regulations of the 
Secretary now in effect or hereafter adopted, the 
civil and criminal laws of each adjacent State, 
now in effect or hereafter adopted, amended, or 
repealed are declared to be the law of the United 
States for that portion of the subsoil and seabed 
of the outer Continental Shelf, and artificial is-
lands and fixed structures erected thereon, 
which would be within the area of the State if 
its boundaries were extended seaward to the 
outer margin of the outer Continental Shelf, and 
the President shall determine and publish in the 
Federal Register such projected lines extending 
seaward and defining each such area. All of such 
applicable laws shall be administered and en-
forced by the appropriate officers and courts of 
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