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§ 46314. Entering aircraft or airport area in viola-
tion of security requirements 

(a) PROHIBITION.—A person may not knowingly 
and willfully enter, in violation of security re-
quirements prescribed under section 44901, 
44903(b) or (c), or 44906 of this title, an aircraft 
or an airport area that serves an air carrier or 
foreign air carrier. 

(b) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—(1) A person violating 
subsection (a) of this section shall be fined 
under title 18, imprisoned for not more than one 
year, or both. 

(2) A person violating subsection (a) of this 
section with intent to evade security procedures 
or restrictions or with intent to commit, in the 
aircraft or airport area, a felony under a law of 
the United States or a State shall be fined under 
title 18, imprisoned for not more than 10 years, 
or both. 

(c) NOTICE OF PENALTIES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each operator of an airport 

in the United States that is required to estab-
lish an air transportation security program 
pursuant to section 44903(c) shall ensure that 
signs that meet such requirements as the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may prescribe 
providing notice of the penalties imposed 
under section 46301(a)(5)(A)(i) and subsection 
(b) of this section are displayed near all 
screening locations, all locations where pas-
sengers exit the sterile area, and such other 
locations at the airport as the Secretary of 
Homeland Security determines appropriate. 

(2) EFFECT OF SIGNS ON PENALTIES.—An indi-
vidual shall be subject to a penalty imposed 
under section 46301(a)(5)(A)(i) or subsection (b) 
of this section without regard to whether signs 
are displayed at an airport as required by 
paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1239; 
Pub. L. 112–74, div. D, title V, § 564(b), (c), Dec. 
23, 2011, 125 Stat. 981.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

46314 .......... 49 App.:1472(r). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 902(r); added 
Dec. 30, 1987, Pub. L. 
100–223, § 204(f)(2), 101 Stat. 
1520. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘fined under title 18’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘a fine not to exceed $1,000’’ and ‘‘a fine 

not to exceed $10,000’’ for consistency with title 18. 
In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘Upon conviction’’ are 

omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘airport area’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘secured area’’ for consistency in this sec-

tion.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 112–74, § 564(b), inserted 

‘‘with intent to evade security procedures or restric-

tions or’’ after ‘‘of this section’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 112–74, § 564(c), added subsec. (c). 

§ 46315. Lighting violations involving trans-
porting controlled substances by aircraft not 
providing air transportation 

(a) APPLICATION.—This section applies only to 
aircraft not used to provide air transportation. 

(b) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—A person shall be 
fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more 
than 5 years, or both, if—

(1) the person knowingly and willfully oper-
ates an aircraft in violation of a regulation or 
requirement of the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration related to the 
display of navigation or anticollision lights; 

(2) the person is knowingly transporting a 
controlled substance by aircraft or aiding or 
facilitating a controlled substance offense; and 

(3) the transporting, aiding, or facilitating—
(A) is punishable by death or imprison-

ment for more than one year under a law of 
the United States or a State; or 

(B) is provided in connection with an act 
punishable by death or imprisonment for 
more than one year under a law of the 
United States or a State related to a con-
trolled substance (except a law related to 
simple possession of a controlled substance). 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1240.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

46315(a) ...... 49 App.:1303 (note). Nov. 18, 1988, Pub. L. 100–690, 
§ 7214, 102 Stat. 4434. 

46315(b) ...... 49 App.:1472(q). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 902(q); added 
Oct. 19, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–499, § 5(a), 98 Stat. 2315; 
restated Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. 
L. 99–570, § 3401(b)(1), 100 
Stat. 3207–100; Nov. 18, 
1988, Pub. L. 100–690, 
§ 7209(c)(1), (2)(A), 102 Stat. 
4432. 

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘fined 

under title 18’’ are substituted for ‘‘a fine not exceeding 

$25,000’’ for consistency with title 18. In clause (2), the 

word ‘‘knowingly’’ is substituted for ‘‘and with knowl-

edge of such act’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 

§ 46316. General criminal penalty when specific 
penalty not provided 

(a) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Except as provided by 
subsection (b) of this section, when another 
criminal penalty is not provided under this 
chapter, a person that knowingly and willfully 
violates this part, a regulation prescribed or 
order issued by the Secretary of Transportation 
(or the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration with respect to security 
duties and powers designated to be carried out 
by the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration or the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration with re-
spect to aviation safety duties and powers des-
ignated to be carried out by the Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration) under 
this part, or any term of a certificate or permit 
issued under section 41102, 41103, or 41302 of this 
title shall be fined under title 18. A separate vio-
lation occurs for each day the violation con-
tinues. 

(b) NONAPPLICATION.—Subsection (a) of this 
section does not apply to chapter 401 (except 
sections 40103(a) and (d), 40105, 40116, and 40117), 
chapter 441 (except section 44109), chapter 445, 
chapter 447 (except section 44718(a)), and chapter 
449 (except sections 44902, 44903(d), 44904, and 
44907–44909) of this title. 
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(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1240; 
Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(79), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3397; Pub. L. 105–102, § 3(d)(1)(D), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2215; Pub. L. 107–71, title I, § 140(d)(7), Nov. 
19, 2001, 115 Stat. 642; Pub. L. 115–254, div. K, title 
I, § 1991(g)(5), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3645.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

46316 .......... 49 App.:1472(a). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 902(a), 72 Stat. 784; re-
stated July 10, 1962, Pub. 
L. 87–528, § 13, 76 Stat. 150. 

49 App.:1551(b)(1)(E). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 1601(b)(1)(E); 
added Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–443, § 3(e), 98 Stat. 1704. 

49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan. 
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97–449, 
§ 7(b), 96 Stat. 2444. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘prescribed’’ is added for 

consistency in the revised title. The words ‘‘condition, 

or limitation of’’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘Ad-

ministrator’’ in section 902(a) of the Federal Aviation 

Act of 1958 (Public Law 85–726, 72 Stat. 784) is retained 

on authority of 49:106(g). The words ‘‘or in section 1474 

of this Appendix’’ are omitted as surplus because 49 

App.:1474 is not included in the revised title. The words 

‘‘shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor’’ are omitted 

for consistency with title 18. The words ‘‘and upon con-

viction thereof’’ are omitted as surplus. The words 

‘‘shall be fined under title 18’’ are substituted for ‘‘shall 

be subject for the first offense to a fine of not more 

than $500, and for any subsequent offense to a fine of 

not more than $2,000’’ for consistency with title 18. 

In subsection (b), reference to 49 App.:ch. 20, subch. 

VII is omitted as unnecessary because subchapter VII is 

not restated in this part. 

PUB. L. 104–287

This amends 49:46316(b) to make it easier to include 

future sections in the cross-reference by restating it in 

terms of chapters.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–254 substituted ‘‘Admin-

istrator of the Transportation Security Administration 

with respect to security duties and powers designated 

to be carried out by the Administrator of the Transpor-

tation Security Administration or the Administrator of 

the Federal Aviation Administration with respect to 

aviation safety duties and powers designated to be car-

ried out by the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 

Administration’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Transpor-

tation for Security with respect to security duties and 

powers designated to be carried out by the Under Sec-

retary or the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 

Administration with respect to aviation safety duties 

and powers designated to be carried out by the Admin-

istrator’’. 

2001—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–71 inserted ‘‘the Under 

Secretary of Transportation for Security with respect 

to security duties and powers designated to be carried 

out by the Under Secretary or’’ after ‘‘(or’’. 

1997—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–102 amended directory 

language of Pub. L. 104–287. See 1996 Amendment note 

below. 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–287, as amended by Pub. 

L. 105–102, substituted ‘‘chapter 447 (except section 

44718(a)), and chapter 449 (except sections 44902, 44903(d), 

44904, and 44907–44909)’’ for ‘‘and sections 44701(a) and 

(b), 44702–44716, 44901, 44903(b) and (c), 44905, 44906, 

44912–44915, and 44932–44938’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–102, § 3(d), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 2215, pro-

vided that the amendment made by section 3(d)(1)(D) is 

effective Oct. 11, 1996. 
Amendment by Pub. L. 105–102 effective as if included 

in the provisions of the Act to which the amendment 

relates, see section 3(f) of Pub. L. 105–102, set out as a 

note under section 106 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–287 effective July 5, 1994, 

see section 8(1) of Pub. L. 104–287, set out as a note 

under section 5303 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-

abilities of the Transportation Security Administra-

tion of the Department of Transportation, including 

the functions of the Secretary of Transportation, and 

of the Under Secretary of Transportation for Security, 

relating thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-

rity, and for treatment of related references, see sec-

tions 203(2), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic 

Security, and the Department of Homeland Security 

Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, 

set out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 46317. Criminal penalty for pilots operating in 
air transportation without an airman’s cer-
tificate 

(a) GENERAL CRIMINAL PENALTY.—An indi-
vidual shall be fined under title 18 or imprisoned 
for not more than 3 years, or both, if that indi-
vidual—

(1) knowingly and willfully serves or at-
tempts to serve in any capacity as an airman 
operating an aircraft in air transportation 
without an airman’s certificate authorizing 
the individual to serve in that capacity; or 

(2) knowingly and willfully employs for serv-
ice or uses in any capacity as an airman to op-
erate an aircraft in air transportation an indi-
vidual who does not have an airman’s certifi-
cate authorizing the individual to serve in 
that capacity.

(b) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE CRIMINAL PEN-
ALTY.—

(1) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES DEFINED.—In 
this subsection, the term ‘‘controlled sub-
stance’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 102 of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse 
Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 
802). 

(2) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—An individual vio-
lating subsection (a) shall be fined under title 
18 or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or 
both, if the violation is related to transporting 
a controlled substance by aircraft or aiding or 
facilitating a controlled substance violation 
and that transporting, aiding, or facilitating—

(A) is punishable by death or imprison-
ment of more than 1 year under a Federal or 
State law; or 

(B) is related to an act punishable by death 
or imprisonment for more than 1 year under 
a Federal or State law related to a con-
trolled substance (except a law related to 
simple possession (as that term is used in 
section 46306(c)) of a controlled substance).

(3) TERMS OF IMPRISONMENT.—A term of im-
prisonment imposed under paragraph (2) shall 
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