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actual expenses of transportation, etc., of their house-
hold goods and personal effects upon transfer from one 
official station to another, see Ex. Ord. No. 11012, Mar. 
28, 1962, 27 F.R. 2983, set out as a note under section 301 
of Title 3, The President. 

§ 5724a. Relocation expenses of employees trans-
ferred or reemployed 

(a) Under regulations prescribed under section 
5738, an agency shall pay to or on behalf of an 
employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government, a per diem allowance or the actual 
subsistence expenses, or a combination thereof, 
of the immediate family of the employee for en 
route travel of the immediate family between 
the employee’s old and new official stations. 

(b)(1) Under regulations prescribed under sec-
tion 5738, an agency may pay to or on behalf of 
an employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government between official stations located 
within the United States—

(A) the expenses of transportation of the em-
ployee and the employee’s spouse for travel to 
seek permanent residence quarters at a new 
official station; and 

(B) either—
(i) a per diem allowance or the actual sub-

sistence expenses (or a combination of both); 
or 

(ii) an amount for subsistence expenses, 
that may not exceed a maximum amount de-
termined by the Administrator of General 
Services.

(2) Expenses may be allowed under paragraph 
(1) only for one round trip in connection with 
each change of station of the employee. 

(c)(1) Under regulations prescribed under sec-
tion 5738, an agency may pay to or on behalf of 
an employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government—

(A) actual subsistence expenses of the em-
ployee and the employee’s immediate family 
for a period of up to 60 days while the em-
ployee or family is occupying temporary quar-
ters when the new official station is located 
within the United States; or 

(B) an amount for subsistence expenses, that 
may not exceed a maximum amount deter-
mined by the Administrator of General Serv-
ices, instead of the actual subsistence ex-
penses authorized in subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph.

(2) The period authorized in paragraph (1) of 
this subsection for payment of expenses for resi-
dence in temporary quarters may be extended up 
to an additional 60 days if the head of the agen-
cy concerned or the designee of such head of the 
agency determines that there are compelling 
reasons for the continued occupancy of tem-
porary quarters. 

(3) The regulations implementing paragraph 
(1)(A) shall prescribe daily rates and amounts 
for subsistence expenses per individual. 

(d)(1) Under regulations prescribed under sec-
tion 5738, an agency shall pay to or on behalf of 
an employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government, expenses of the sale of the resi-
dence (or the settlement of an unexpired lease) 
of the employee at the old official station and 
purchase of a residence at the new official sta-

tion that are required to be paid by the em-
ployee, when the old and new official stations 
are located within the United States. 

(2) Under regulations prescribed under section 
5738, an agency shall pay to or on behalf of an 
employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government from a post of duty located outside 
the United States to an official station within 
the United States (other than the official sta-
tion within the United States from which the 
employee was transferred when assigned to the 
foreign tour of duty)—

(A) expenses required to be paid by the em-
ployee of the sale of the residence (or the set-
tlement of an unexpired lease) of the employee 
at the old official station from which the em-
ployee was transferred when the employee was 
assigned to the post of duty located outside 
the United States; and 

(B) expenses required to be paid by the em-
ployee of the purchase of a residence at the 
new official station within the United States.

(3) Reimbursement of expenses under para-
graph (2) of this subsection shall not be allowed 
for any sale (or settlement of an unexpired 
lease) or purchase transaction that occurs prior 
to official notification that the employee’s re-
turn to the United States would be to an official 
station other than the official station from 
which the employee was transferred when as-
signed to the post of duty outside the United 
States. 

(4) Reimbursement for brokerage fees on the 
sale of the residence and other expenses under 
this subsection may not exceed those custom-
arily charged in the locality where the residence 
is located. 

(5) Reimbursement may not be made under 
this subsection for losses incurred by the em-
ployee on the sale of the residence. 

(6) This subsection applies regardless of 
whether title to the residence or the unexpired 
lease is—

(A) in the name of the employee alone; 
(B) in the joint names of the employee and 

a member of the employee’s immediate fam-
ily; or 

(C) in the name of a member of the employ-
ee’s immediate family alone.

(7)(A) In connection with the sale of the resi-
dence at the old official station, reimbursement 
under this subsection shall not exceed 10 percent 
of the sale price. 

(B) In connection with the purchase of a resi-
dence at the new official station, reimbursement 
under this subsection shall not exceed 5 percent 
of the purchase price. 

(8) Under regulations prescribed under section 
5738, an agency may pay to or on behalf of an 
employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government expenses of property management 
services, instead of expenses under paragraph (1) 
or (2) of this subsection for sale of the employ-
ee’s residence, when the agency determines that 
such transfer is advantageous and cost-effective 
for the Government. 

(e) Under regulations prescribed under section 
5738, an agency may pay to or on behalf of an 
employee who transfers in the interest of the 
Government, the expenses of property manage-
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ment services when the employee transfers to a 
post of duty outside the United States. Such 
payment shall terminate upon return of the em-
ployee to an official station within the United 
States. 

(f)(1) Under regulations prescribed under sec-
tion 5738 and subject to paragraph (2), an em-
ployee who is reimbursed under subsections (a) 
through (e) of this section or section 5724(a) of 
this title is entitled to an amount for miscella-
neous expenses—

(A) not to exceed two weeks’ basic pay, if 
such employee has an immediate family; or 

(B) not to exceed one week’s basic pay, if 
such employee does not have an immediate 
family.

(2) Amounts paid under paragraph (1) may not 
exceed amounts determined at the maximum 
rate payable for a position at GS–13 of the Gen-
eral Schedule. 

(g) A former employee separated by reason of 
reduction in force or transfer of function who 
within one year after the separation is reem-
ployed by a nontemporary appointment at a dif-
ferent geographical location from that where 
the separation occurred, may be allowed and 
paid the expenses authorized by sections 5724, 
5725, 5726(b), and 5727 of this title, and may re-
ceive the benefits authorized by subsections (a) 
through (f) of this section, in the same manner 
as though the employee had been transferred in 
the interest of the Government without a break 
in service to the location of reemployment from 
the location where separated. 

(h) Payments for subsistence expenses, includ-
ing amounts in lieu of per diem or actual sub-
sistence expenses or a combination thereof, au-
thorized under this section may not exceed the 
maximum payment allowed under regulations 
which implement section 5702 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–83, § 1(37)(A), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 
Stat. 204; amended Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1231(d), 
Sept. 27, 1979, 93 Stat. 470; Pub. L. 98–151, 
§ 118(a)(5), (6), Nov. 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 977, 978; Pub. 
L. 99–234, title I, § 105, Jan. 2, 1986, 99 Stat. 1758; 
Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(m) [title VI, § 628(a)(1)], Dec. 
22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1329–390, 1329–430; Pub. L. 
101–510, div. A, title XII, § 1206(c), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1661; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XVII, 
§§ 1711–1713(a), 1714, 1718, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2753–2755, 2757; Pub. L. 105–85, div. C, title XXXV, 
§ 3550(c)(2), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 2074; Pub. L. 
105–264, §§ 6(5), 7, Oct. 19, 1998, 112 Stat. 2356, 
2357.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Section of 
title 5

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5724a(a) ..... 5 App.: 73b–4a. July 21, 1966, Pub. L. 89–516, 

§ 2 ‘‘Sec. 23’’, 80 Stat. 323. 

5724a(b) ..... 5 App.: 73b–4b. July 21, 1966, Pub. L. 89–516, 

§ 2 ‘‘Sec. 24’’, 80 Stat. 324. 

5724a(c) ..... 5 App.: 73b–4e. July 21, 1966, Pub. L. 89–516, 

§ 2 ‘‘Sec. 27’’, 80 Stat. 325. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘agency’’ is substituted 
for ‘‘department’’ to conform to the definition in 5 
U.S.C. 5721(1). The word ‘‘employee’’ is substituted for 
‘‘officers or employees’’ and ‘‘officer or employee’’ to 
conform to the definitions in 5 U.S.C. 5721(2) and 2105. 
The words ‘‘section 5724(a) of this title’’ and ‘‘section 
5702 of this title’’ are substituted for ‘‘subsection (a) of 

section 1 of this Act’’ and ‘‘section 3 of the Travel Ex-
pense Act of 1949 (63 Stat. 166, as amended; 5 U.S.C. 
836)’’ to reflect the codification of the cited acts in 5 
U.S.C. In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘within the conti-
nental United States’’ are coextensive with and sub-
stituted for ‘‘within the continental United States, ex-
cluding Alaska’’ on authority of the definition of ‘‘con-
tinental United States’’ in 5 U.S.C. 5721(3). 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘this subchapter’’ and 
‘‘subsection (a) of this section or section 5724(a) of this 
title’’ are substituted for ‘‘this Act’’ and ‘‘section 1(a) 
or section 23 of this Act’’, respectively, to reflect the 
codification of the act in 5 U.S.C. The word ‘‘officer’’ is 
omitted as included in ‘‘employee’’. The words ‘‘in the 
General Schedule of the Classification Act of 1949, as 
amended’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (c), the word ‘‘officer’’ is omitted as in-
cluded in ‘‘employee’’. The words ‘‘sections 5724, 5725, 
5726(b), and 5727 of this title’’ and ‘‘subsections (a) and 
(b) of this section’’ are substituted for ‘‘section 1 of this 
Act’’ and ‘‘sections 23 and 24 of this Act’’, respectively, 
to reflect the codification of the act in title 5, United 
States Code.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (f)(2), is 
set out under section 5332 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(1), substituted 
‘‘Under regulations prescribed under section 5738, an 
agency shall pay’’ for ‘‘An agency shall pay’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(2), substituted 
‘‘Under regulations prescribed under section 5738, an 
agency may pay’’ for ‘‘An agency may pay’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(3), amended cl. 
(ii) generally. Prior to amendment, cl. (ii) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘an amount for subsistence expenses.’’

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(2), substituted 
‘‘Under regulations prescribed under section 5738, an 
agency may pay’’ for ‘‘An agency may pay’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(4), substituted 
‘‘an amount for subsistence expenses, that may not ex-
ceed a maximum amount determined by the Adminis-
trator of General Services,’’ for ‘‘an amount for subsist-
ence expenses’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1), (2). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(1), substituted 
‘‘Under regulations prescribed under section 5738, an 
agency shall pay’’ for ‘‘An agency shall pay’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(5), substituted 
‘‘of the sale’’ for ‘‘for the sale’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(B). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(6), substituted 
‘‘of the purchase’’ for ‘‘for the purchase’’. 

Subsec. (d)(8). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(2), (7), substituted 
‘‘Under regulations prescribed under section 5738, an 
agency may pay’’ for ‘‘An agency may pay’’ and ‘‘para-
graph (1) or (2)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (2) or (3)’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(2), substituted ‘‘Under 
regulations prescribed under section 5738, an agency 
may pay’’ for ‘‘An agency may pay’’. 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(8), substituted 
‘‘Under regulations prescribed under section 5738 and 
subject to paragraph (2),’’ for ‘‘Subject to paragraph 
(2),’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 105–264, § 7(9), struck out subsec. 
(i) which read as follows: ‘‘Subsections (a), (b), and (c) 
shall be implemented under regulations issued under 
section 5738 of this title.’’

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 105–264, § 6(5), struck out subsec. 
(j) which read as follows: ‘‘For purposes of subsections 
(c), (d), and (e), the term ‘United States’ includes the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the territories and possessions of the United 
States, and the areas and installations in the Republic 
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of Panama that are made available to the United 
States pursuant to the Panama Canal Treaty of 1977 
and related agreements (as described in section 3(a) of 
the Panama Canal Act of 1979 (22 U.S.C. 3602(a))).’’

1997—Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 105–85, which directed the 
amendment of subsec. (j) by inserting ‘‘and’’ after 
‘‘Northern Mariana Islands,’’ and by substituting 
‘‘United States.’’ for ‘‘United States, and the areas and 
installations in the Republic of Panama that are made 
available to the United States pursuant to the Panama 
Canal Treaty of 1977 and related agreements (as de-
scribed in section 3(a) of the Panama Canal Act of 1979 
(22 U.S.C. 3602(a))).’’, effective Jan. 1, 1999, could not be 
executed because subsec. (j) did not appear subsequent 
to amendment by Pub. L. 105–264. See 1998 Amendment 
note above. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, § 1711, amended section gen-
erally, substituting subsecs. (a) and (b) for former sub-
secs. (a) to (c) which made funds available to pay cer-
tain expenses of employees for whom Government pays 
travel and transportation expenses under section 
5724(a) of this title, provided for entitlement to certain 
amounts of basic pay to such employees, and provided 
for payment of expenses of certain former employees. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1712, added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1713(a), added subsec. (d). 
Subsec. (d)(8). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1714(1), added par. (8). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1714(2), added subsec. (e). 
Subsecs. (f) to (j). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1718, added sub-

secs. (f) to (j). 
1990—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 101–510 struck out ‘‘conti-

nental’’ before ‘‘United States’’ in second sentence. 
1987—Subsec. (a)(4)(A). Pub. L. 100–202 inserted provi-

sions authorizing reimbursement of expenses of selling 
residence of employee at official station from which 
employee was transferred when assigned to duty out-
side United States, its territories or possessions, Puer-
to Rico, or parts of Panama, provisions authorizing re-
imbursement of expenses of purchasing residence at 
new official station in United States, its territories or 
possessions, Puerto Rico, or parts of Panama, and pro-
visions disallowing reimbursement of expenses in con-
nection with transfers from a post of duty located out-
side the United States, its territories or possessions, 
Puerto Rico, or parts of Panama, for any transaction 
that occurs prior to official notification that employ-
ee’s return to the United States would be to official 
station other than official station from which em-
ployee was transferred. 

1986—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 99–234, § 105(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘allowance or’’ for ‘‘allowance instead of’’ and 
‘‘maximum payment permitted under regulations 
which implement section 5702 of this title’’ for ‘‘max-
imum per diem rates prescribed by or under section 
5702 of this title’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 99–234, § 105(1), (2), substituted 
‘‘allowance or’’ for ‘‘allowance instead of’’ and ‘‘max-
imum payment permitted under regulations which im-
plement section 5702 of this title’’ for ‘‘maximum per 
diem rates prescribed by or under section 5702 of this 
title’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 99–234, § 105(2), (3), substituted 
‘‘maximum payment permitted under regulations 
which implement section 5702 of this title’’ for ‘‘max-
imum per diem rates prescribed by or under section 
5702 of this title’’ and ‘‘daily rates and amounts’’ for 
‘‘average daily rates’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 98–151, § 118(a)(5)(A), in 
first sentence substituted ‘‘60 days’’ for ‘‘30 days’’. 

Pub. L. 98–151, § 118(a)(5)(B), substituted provisions 
authorizing extension for an additional 60 days if agen-
cy head or designee determines existence of compelling 
reasons for continued occupancy, for provisions author-
izing extension for an additional 30 days if the em-
ployee moves to or from Alaska, Hawaii, the territories 
or possessions, etc., and struck out provisions relating 
to additional limitations on daily rates for reimburse-
ment for subsistence expenses. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 98–151, § 118(a)(6), redesignated 
existing provisions as subpar. (A) and added subpar. (B). 

1979—Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 96–70 substituted in 
pars. (3) and (4) ‘‘areas and installations in the Republic 
of Panama made available to the United States pursu-
ant to the Panama Canal Treaty of 1977 and related 
agreements (as described in section 3(a) of the Panama 
Canal Act of 1979)’’ for ‘‘Canal Zone’’ wherever appear-
ing.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–85 effective Jan. 1, 1999, 
see section 3550(c)(3) of Pub. L. 105–85, set out as a note 
under section 5724 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–201 effective 180 days after 
Sept. 23, 1996, see section 1725(a) of Pub. L. 104–201, set 
out as a note under section 5722 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(m) [title VI, § 628(a)(2)], Dec. 22, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1329–390, 1329–431, provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by paragraph (2) [probably means 
par. (1) which amended this section] shall be applicable 
with respect to any employee transferred to or from a 
post of duty on or after 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this section [Dec. 22, 1987].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–234 effective (1) on effective 
date of regulations to be promulgated not later than 
150 days after Jan. 2, 1986, or (2) 180 days after Jan. 2, 
1986, whichever occurs first, see section 301(a) of Pub. L. 
99–234, set out as a note under section 5701 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT; PROMULGATION 
OF REGULATIONS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–151 and promulgation of 
regulations for amendments by Pub. L. 98–151 effective 
Nov. 14, 1983, see section 118(c) of Pub. L. 98–151, set out 
as a note under section 5724 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1979 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–70 effective Oct. 1, 1979, see 
section 3304 of Pub. L. 96–70, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 3601 of Title 22, Foreign Rela-
tions and Intercourse. 

EXTENSION OF PAYMENT OF RELOCATION EXPENSES TO 
PUERTO RICO, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS, AND 
TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(b) [title I, § 125], Oct. 21, 
1998, 112 Stat. 2681–50, 2681–74, provided that: ‘‘Effective 
with the enactment of this Act [Oct. 21, 1998], and in 
any fiscal year hereafter, the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of the Treasury may, for their respective 
agencies, extend the payment of relocation expenses 
listed in section 5724a(b)(1) of Title 5 of the United 
States Code to include the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and the territories and possessions of the United 
States.’’

FUNDING OF AMENDMENTS BY PUB. L. 98–151

Amendments by Pub. L. 98–151 to be carried out be 
agencies by use of funds appropriated or otherwise 
available for administrative expenses of such agencies, 
and do not authorize appropriation of funds in amounts 
exceeding sums already authorized to be appropriated 
for such agencies, see section 118(b) of Pub. L. 98–151, 
set out as a note under section 5724 of this title. 

§ 5724b. Taxes on reimbursements for travel, 
transportation, and relocation expenses 

(a) Under regulations prescribed under section 
5738 of this title and to the extent considered 
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