§1440f

CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of the Immigration
and Nationality Act which comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related
references, see note set out under section 1551 of this
title.

§1440f. Fingerprints and other biometric infor-
mation for members of the United States
Armed Forces

(a) In general

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
including section 552a of title 5 (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Privacy Act of 1974”’), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall use the fin-
gerprints provided by an individual at the time
the individual enlisted in the United States
Armed Forces, or at the time the individual
filed an application for adjustment of status, to
satisfy any requirement for background and se-
curity checks in connection with an application
for naturalization if—

(1) the individual may be naturalized pursu-
ant to section 1439 or 1440 of this title;

(2) the individual was fingerprinted and pro-
vided other biometric information in accord-
ance with the requirements of the Department
of Defense at the time the individual enlisted
in the United States Armed Forces;

(3) the individual—

(A) submitted an application for natu-
ralization not later than 24 months after the
date on which the individual enlisted in the
United States Armed Forces; or

(B) provided the required biometric infor-
mation to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity through a United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services Application Sup-
port Center at the time of the individual’s
application for adjustment of status if filed
not later than 24 months after the date on
which the individual enlisted in the United
States Armed Forces; and

(4) the Secretary of Homeland Security de-
termines that the biometric information pro-
vided, including fingerprints, is sufficient to
conduct the required background and security
checks needed for the applicant’s naturaliza-
tion application.

(b) More timely and effective adjudication

Nothing in this section precludes an individual
described in subsection (a) from submitting a
new set of biometric information, including fin-
gerprints, to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity with an application for naturalization. If
the Secretary determines that submitting a new
set of biometric information, including finger-
prints, would result in more timely and effective
adjudication of the individual’s naturalization
application, the Secretary shall—

(1) inform the individual of such determina-
tion; and

(2) provide the individual with a description
of how to submit such biometric information,
including fingerprints.

TITLE 8—ALIENS AND NATIONALITY

Page 508

(c) Cooperation

The Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall
determine the format of biometric information,
including fingerprints, acceptable for usage
under subsection (a). The Secretary of Defense,
or any other official having custody of the bio-
metric information, including fingerprints, re-
ferred to in subsection (a), shall—

(1) make such prints available, without
charge, to the Secretary of Homeland Security
for the purpose described in subsection (a); and

(2) otherwise cooperate with the Secretary
of Homeland Security to facilitate the proc-
essing of applications for naturalization under
subsection (a).

(d) Electronic transmission

Not later than one year after June 26, 2008, the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of Defense and the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
implement procedures that will ensure the rapid
electronic transmission of biometric informa-
tion, including fingerprints, from existing re-
positories of such information needed for mili-
tary personnel applying for naturalization as de-
scribed in subsection (a) and that will safeguard
privacy and civil liberties.

(e) Centralization and expedited processing

(1) Centralization

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall
centralize the data processing of all applica-
tions for naturalization filed by members of
the United States Armed Forces on active
duty serving abroad.

(2) Expedited processing

The Secretary of Homeland Security, the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and the Director of National Intelligence shall
take appropriate actions to ensure that appli-
cations for naturalization by members of the
United States Armed Forces described in para-
graph (1), and associated background checks,
receive expedited processing and are adju-
dicated within 180 days of the receipt of re-
sponses to all background checks.

(Pub. L. 110-251, §2, June 26, 2008, 122 Stat. 2319.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Kendell Frederick
Citizenship Assistance Act, and not as part of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act which comprises this
chapter.

§ 1440g. Provision of information on military nat-
uralization

(a) In general

Not later than 30 days after the effective date
of any modification to a regulation related to
naturalization under section 1439 or 1440 of this
title, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
make appropriate updates to the Internet sites
maintained by the Secretary to reflect such
modification.

(b) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary
of Homeland Security, not later than 180 days
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